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BULLETIN No 9, 2nd March 2023

If last week’s rehearsal was ‘fun’, then last nights was ‘intense’! Following
a great warm up, Craig started the rehearsal with story
time. He told us about the final of Pitch Battle, a BBC
programme which Craigs choir, The Leeds Contemporary
Choir, won. Each programme had a big, i
medley number to open the show, where the cameras
panned to each choir as a way of introducing them.
Each group knew their parts for this number, =
obviously, but didn’t really prioritise them in rehearsal and that S Where
they went wrong! For the final, LCC added riffs and choreography, which
the other groups weren’t expecting. What they saw in rehearsal, then,
spooked them and gave LCC a head start. This story was told in relation
to the upcoming Harrogate Community Choir Festival and The
Wensleydale Tournament, where we need to bring our ‘A game’ and
impress before we even sing a note.

So, we began our singing by fine tuning ONE DAY. This is
where it got intense. We know this one, or so we all thought,
and then Craig finessed the first 15 bars. From the first
consonant (which is now ‘w’, at the front of one) closing onto
the nasally ‘N’ sound, everyone needs to watch Craig and
listen to each other. Then, there is only time for a quick breath before

‘One day’ (at bar 8). Over its three bars, this needs to crescendo with a
twangy bright sound with added vibrato towards the end - watch for
Craig’s quavering hand gesture. So, we've got to bar 12, ‘One day, One
day .. (not very helpful lyrics, I know). Start this quietly to R—
give space for an aggressive crescendo at the end of the
phrase, and Tenors/Basses drop your jaw (Declan was
tickled by the way you all acted as one to practice this!) and




make your entry a bit breathy and relaxed, BUT watch the rhythm.

And we are nearly at the first verse, Tenors/Basses need to watch Craig,

because, although the score says it is a two bar rest, Craig may w

decide differently, depending on how well we have sung the

last bit!! Take another look at the words in the first verse, beginning,

‘Sometimes I lay under the moon..” and think about the important words.

Tenors/Basses need to feel where the music and phrasing is taking you,

and, don't forget Craig is doing his utmost to steer you too. In the bridge

(bar 28), Sopranos/Altos need to enjoy the feel of the words ‘drown’ and

‘down’, while the Tenors/Basses need to drop the word ‘all’, at bar 35,
down to pianissimo in order to crescendo through

the word. Remember that the first chorus is short, as p

we do our best Jean Valjean esq impression in our

heads (no marching arms when we actually perform this).

Skipping on to bar 79, ‘One day this all will change..” This next section
requires 100% full voice and commitment from everyone because it is
quite a moment, especially towards the end where we all sing, ‘under the
same sun, singing songs of freedom’.

And finally, watch Craig for the ending, and no sneaky breaths (Sopranos
and Altos) believe in yourself, you've got this. Quick rest, then we went
on to sing PROUD. There was praise indeed for the Sopranos and Altos
who began with a ‘good tone’, and the Tenors and Basses quietly
beginning ‘I step out of the ordinary’. In the second verse, Tenors and
Basses need to watch the rest - There are [REST] so many answers.

Other ‘corners’ to straighten out include the rhythm on “To question is to
grow’ T/B, the three part harmony at bar 56 T/A/S, and the first ‘Yeah’ in
bar 75 which is often a bit weak!

) Exhausted yet? No, not us, still time for a look at DON’T STOP

5 BELIEVING. We have a score, a new score infact and it is important
E that it is correct, so Craig has looked through it, and ironed out any
| 5| of the problems Ben had left! We began on the last page (bar 97)
%% and it wasn’t long before we found ‘oh’s instead of ‘hold’s - but to
be fair to Ben (Craig’s word not mine) ‘hold’ on the recording could
sound like ‘oh’! The placing of the ‘hold’s in bar 99 are crucial to the
Altos, Tenors and Basses, so worth having a look back at your score.

A very productive Tuesday night of singing J




Thanks To Amanda for standing in this week for Maria in writing the
front page.

Harrogate Community Choir Festival 7-00 pm
Harrogate Theatre Saturday March 18t DETAILS!

Please arrive at the theatre at the latest for 6-30p.m wearing all black
with a little bling as it’s an evening concert.

If you can’t attend, please let me know.

We'll sing these four favourite songs, once again brilliantly chosen by
Craig for the most dramatic effect.

Proud

How Will I Know
Steal Away

Total Praise

We will start off the second half, this will give us chance to get ourselves
organised on stage during the break. Don’t take water bottles on stage.
Take them with you to keep hydrated whilst watching others sing.

First Half Second Half

The Stray Notes Knot Another Choir

Love Pop Choir Harrogate Male Voice Choir
SKipton Choir Rock Choir

Please give applause and encouragement to all the other choirs.

Tickets are still available from the Harrogate Theatre Box Office, the
number is 01423 502116.

One of our tenor members,Tony Butcher, has a spare ticket on offer.

Wensleydale Tournament 24t March

Arrangements

On Friday evening 24t March the evening will start at 6-25 pm, would
everybody please be in their allocated seats by then, please sit with those
singing the same part as you, this will make life easier and help us be
more organised when we're getting on and off stage. The Hall will be
open all day if you'd like to watch other classes during the day.




Please could we all arrive for 5-30pm as we have been
given an opportunity to practice getting onto the stage and possibly
having a quick warm up before the hall starts to fill up.

Once we have sung in class 350, the penultimate class of the evening,
please stay on the stage as we are singing first in the next class 345, this
will save us getting on and off stage on that occasion.

Could everybody wear all black please, wear a bit of bling or sparkle, for
the ladies bright lipstick looks great with black.

Bring drinks but don’t take them on stage. Smile at the audience at
every available opportunity.

The choirs taking part are The Dales Community Pop Choir from
Leyburn, The Aysgarth Singers, Northern Youth Voices from Richmond,
East Witton Male Voice Choir, also taking part this year for the first time
will be The Marske Choir and ourselves, Knot Another Choir. The
organisers are delighted that those choirs who entered for the first time
last year found the experience positive enough to want to return. The
Tournament organisers hope that this year’s newcomers will find it just
as enjoyable. They would like to thank all those who enter every year, as
they are the mainstay of the tournament, and the tournament would be
lost without the hard work and dedication they bring to the stage. We'll
get the opportunity to listen to all the other competitors, I'm sure they’ll
all give great performances.

Please be having conversations between yourselves about going in
groups. If you haven’t arranged a lift and need one, please speak to one of
the committee and they’ll try and match you up with somebody else.
There is a large car park at Tennants, so parking won’t be an issue.

Here are the five classes we’re entering and the times. Craig has carefully
chosen the songs to match the brief of each class. It's very important to
be at practices in the run up to the competition, please keep practicing at
home when you have time.

Class 339 Sacred Song Gospel or Spiritual - 6:50
Steal Away

Class 336 for SATB choirs. - 7:25
Something Inside so Strong
Fix You




Class 346 Anthem - 7:50
Total Praise

Class 350 Singing Group - 8:40
Proud
Brave

Stay on stage as we'll start class 345

Class 345 for Community Choirs - 8:55
One Day.
How Will I Know.

Its important you're at practices in the coming weeks in the run
up to this our first competitive festival.

Sing For Spring Workshop Gospel Pop and Musical Theatre
Workshop April 16% 12 - 5p.m. with an hour’s lunch.

We're so excited that Ellie Pybus and Josh Griffith are coming to do
another fabulous workshop with us, tickets are going very fast. I can
promise you lots of fun and laughter along with excellent teaching from
them both, there’ll be some exciting new songs to learn. We’ll be sending
out sound files so that you can have a good look at them before the day.
We'll pop the songs on our members section by the 25t March.

You can get your tickets HERE

Limerick Sings Festival Thursday 6% - Monday 10t June 2024.

We'll do a survey on the morning of Tuesday 7t March, This is to get
your expressions of interest to see who and how many of you would like
to take part in the Festival weekend in June 2024 - so please watch out
for it and respond as soon as possible.

Our fundraising for Limerick is going really well thanks to the great
efforts of committee member, Julie Horsfield, her group of friends and
your generosity of course. We raised £50 from the 100 square this week.
This week’s winner was Beatrice. Don’t forget to have a go next Thursday
its only £1 a go.



http://www.fienta.com/singforspring

Knot Another Choir Recipe Book.

Julie H is going to put together a recipe book with your favourite recipes
in. So please bring to choir your favourite recipes, savoury or sweet, with
your name on please. Alternatively, you can email your recipe to Julie at
jules.horsfield56@gmail.com

Money raised from the selling of the book will go to the Limerick Fund.

caendar Dates for your 2022/2023 Diary

For more details of each event below, please look at the
Calendar in the Members’ section of the KAC website - click
on the event and see all the details you might need.

< Thursday 2m March No practice.

< Saturday 18t March 2023 at 6.30pm - Harrogate Community
Choir Festival at Harrogate Theatre.

< Friday 24t March 2023 at 5.30pm - Wensleydale Tournament of
Music and Speech in Leyburn

< March 30t Leeds Contemporary Pop Choir Tickets for Thursday

< March 315t Leeds Contemporary Pop Choir Tickets for Friday

< March 30th/April 6th/April 13t Easter Hols.

< Sunday 16 April 2023 12 noon - 5pm- Workshop with Ellie
Pybus and Josh Griffith at Hampsthwaite Memorial Hall.

< Sunday June 18t Valley Gardens 11-30 to 12pm and 12-30 to
1pm

< Sunday July 16t Awaiting Confirmation.

< November 25t 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival

< New December 215t 2023 St Johns Christmas Tree Festival
Knot Another Choir Concert.

Attendance

If you're going to be away please let us know you can contact me at
admin@knotanotherchoir.co.uk We are a choir that requires
commitment to keep up with things. If miss a practice, please watch the
recording of the evening you missed (we record every practice). This is
not an alternative to coming to practices but can be useful.

Arrive ready for practices with the necessary printed copies of music.

Julie



mailto:jules.horsfield56@gmail.com
http://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/lc-contemporary-pop-choir-300323
http://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/lc-contemporary-pop-choir-310323
mailto:admin@knotanotherchoir.co.uk

And finally

Remember...

Amanda

SING




