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Oh what a night...!

Before we even began the warm up, you could feel that :?’W:;?:;; &

this was going to be a good night. Declan was I
performing his own gig and entertaining the troops before we

' ‘ started with 1, 121, 12321 ... Somehow even that made Declan

laugh as some people concentrated sooo hard, they had their eyes

closed (or were miming), so when Craig asked us to “Put your

hand in the air...”, there was only one answer from Declan, “...like

you just don’t care!”

A lesson, without a plan, as all the teachers in the choir know, is risky at
the best of times, but when your accompanist is full of fun, anything could
happen! And it did; there were lots of laughs and giggles, but also, a lot of
work done on Signed, Sealed, Delivered. This song wins and loses on its
challenging rhythm rather than the notes, and we worked on it all last
night. In brief, (because you definitely don’t want the four pages of notes I
took last night)

Bar 16, “Ooh baby here I am signed sealed delivered I'm yours”

‘Ooh’ is slightly oohw crescendo-ing into ‘baby’ (for everyone), and watch
the rests in that phrase. Altos are trying to sing in their full
voice here and remembering that ‘delivered’ goes up with three
notes. ‘Yours’, at the end of the phrase is sung like an upside
down triangle (emphasis on the first and last notes of the word,
smiley at the beginning and pouty at the end) for everyone.

Once we had mastered those four bars, Craig sang the verses
so that we could concentrate on the transition between the
sections. Concentrate we did, but from the stage, it apparently




looked hilarious, especially when we were very intense with our miming of
the verse.

Seriously now, back to the first verse, notice

1. the rest before “Like a fool..” (excitement before we start)

2. hold the word ‘long’ in bar 6

3. the rest after wond’ring, Craig wants to hear it!

4. ‘strong’ is a longer note too

The second verse needs,

5. ‘goodbye in bar 14 to be a longer note

6. In bar 15 ‘back n not’ instead of ‘back and not’, with a gap between
‘n’ and ‘not’

7~ Then we come to the word 'baby’ (which one, you cry), the one
Ll at the end of the chorus, the one we are going to give the

i 8 ‘REALLY’ attitude, that we felt when we were at Wensleydale

i and we were judged (wrongly), robbed of points on ‘Total
Praise’, the one after the twang on Signed, Sealed, Delivered!
Real attitude required.

Then verse 2, Tenors are now singing the two opening phrases of this
verse, starting with ‘Seen a lot.." up the octave while the Sopranos and
Altos are producing lots of breath before the first of the sassy ‘ooh’s’ at bar
34

.52 Nearly there!

:'Ffﬁfd & ‘ooh wee babe... starting at bar 41, was a phrase which, when
€ recording the sound tracks, Craig repeated and repeated to get it
right (“It takes a lot of practice to be this mediocre!” - his words not mine,
but at least his friend was sympathetic with his reply, this time). With head
phones on so that only he could hear the accompaniment, we can only
imagine how strange and off putting it must have sounded to anyone in the

house with him, as he sang this phrase over and over again.

Then came the ‘choral frying pan’ (for Tenors and 8¢
Basses at bar 42, I think, but I couldn’t be sure) which e
really was the tipping point for poor Declan. What with ¢

Dec trying to make fun of Craig behind his back and N—

Craig making it really public, and one part sounding like Dolby Surround

Sound, our esteemed accompanist and soon to be choreographer (or so he
thought), had real tears of laughter.




Anyway, we nailed it! There was a lot to think about amidst the frivolity.
“Fingers crossed”, Craig said, “it is in the set.” (as long as we
S ~listen to the sound tracks and work on the rhythm and the
transition between sections) and then master any
choreography that might be thrown our way at some point!
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Thanks Amanda and get well soon Maria.

We will not be breaking up for half term! So, there will be a practice on
Thursday 1st of June. Next week the 25t of May we will start working on
“Hello” which many of us said we liked when it was performed by The
Contemporary Choir at their last concert at The Conservatoire.

As soon as we are sent the resources, we will make them available on the
members section of the website so that you can be well prepared for
Thursday its apparently not easy I'm sure you’ll all meet the challenge
though.

The Great North Run.

Craig has decided to run The Great North Run on September 10t this year.
Craig would like to raise £500 for Cancer Research as his mum is currently
receiving treatment for cancer herself.

As some of you will know Craig is a long distance walker and hill climber,
so running a half marathon is a new experience for him and somewhat out
of his comfort zone.

We have donated on behalf of Knot Another Choir.
If you also wish to make personal donations to Craigs appeal please click
on this link https://greatnorthrun2023.enthuse.com/pf/craig-lees

Deposit for Limerick Sings Festival Thursday 6% - Monday
10t June 2024.

We're happy to accept your deposits now, so don't wait too long to secure
your spot on our ultimate musical adventure to Limerick! The initial
deposit is just £50, this will secure your place and then all you have to do is
start counting down the days until we head for Ireland in June 2024.

This trip promises to be a once-in-a-lifetime experience, filled with
incredible performances, breathtaking sights, and unforgettable moments.
Don't miss out on this opportunity to connect with fellow singers from
around the world and explore one of the most musical cities in Ireland.



https://greatnorthrun2023.enthuse.com/pf/craig-lees

If you indicated on the survey that you wanted to be part of this great
adventure, you will have received an email with a link that will enable you
to pay your deposit, this will secure your place at the festival.

All you've got to do then is start counting down the days until this trip of a
lifetime!

Franks Fund Concert 17t June St Johns Bilton.

As a choir we're delighted to have been asked to sing at St Johns Bilton for
the very first time, this is the parish of a few of our members. We'll
perform in conjunction with the Three Strikes who are a very talented
young band from St Aidans School Harrogate, one of the boys Freddie is
the son of Emma James alto member of the choir.

The Charity.

We thought you'd like to know more about Frank and the charity that was
founded in his name. Frank’s Fund raises vital funds for research into
Ewing sarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer. Frank was just 11 years old
and in year 6 in Pannal Primary school in Harrogate when he was
diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma. During the next 12 months, he endured
14 exhausting cycles of chemotherapy, 2 months of proton therapy in the
US and a horrific 8-hour operation to remove the tumour and a substantial
part of his pelvis. His positivity, resilience and raw courage in learning to
walk again after his operation and the way he quietly got about rebuilding
his life and getting back to school were awe inspiring. However, after just
5 months in remission, the disease returned, and Frank’s short life sadly
ended on 9th February 2019.

Ewing sarcoma most commonly affects children and young adults aged 10-
25 years old and makes up about 1.5% of all childhood cancers. A child,
teenager or adult is diagnosed with primary bone cancer every 10 minutes
somewhere in the world.

By buying a ticket and coming to the concert, you'll be helping to raise
money that can be invested in much needed research into Ewing sarcoma,
as well as enjoying a wonderfully social evening of music!

Valley Gardens 18 June.

The day after our concert for Franks Fund we’ll be returning to one of our
favourite spots singing on the bandstand in the Valley Gardens let’s hope
it's a glorious day.




We'll do two sets that’ll be 11-30 to 12-00 then 12-30 to 1-00 with a break
between when there’ll be time to have a picnic lunch. Don’t forget to invite
everybody to come to this free concert.

FYI The Harrogate Proms

On Saturday 24t June 2023 at 7-30 p.m. There will be a Proms style concert held at
Harrogate Convention Centre. The choir “Voices for Harrogate” which is made up of
280 people from many choirs and individuals in the area, it will be conducted by
David Lawrence and accompanied by Harrogate Symphony Orchestra led by Bryan
Western they will perform highlights from O Fortuna, The Armed Man, Zadok the
Priest, Polovisian Dances plus other operatic favourites the soloist for the evening is
Sarah Fox.

One of our tenors Robin will be taking part in the concert.

Tickets are available from Harrogate Box Office 01423 502116.

Dates for your 2022 /2023 Diary
The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date

calendar we do add details each week so keep checking all the
e information.

For more details of each event below, please look at the

— Calendar in the Members’ section of the KAC website - click on
the event and see all the details you might need.

< Saturday 17t June Concert at St Johns Church Bilton for Franks
Fund at 7-30pm.

< Sunday June 18t Valley Gardens bandstand 11-30 to 12pm and
12-30 to 1pm. That’s two Y2 hour sets which will give us time for
a picnic in between, let’s hope it’s a glorious summer day.

< Saturday 15th July We will spend a full day making a fabulous
recording with Jason Odle music producer, we will do the
recording at Christ Church Hall Harrogate. That's 10-30a.m. to
4-30 p.m. We will provide lunch brought in by Tartufo.

<+ NEW Saturday 22 July end of term social celebrating 10 years
of Knot Another Choir with BBQ supper and dancing with D]
Colin Hadley.

< November 25t 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival




< December 21st 2023 St Johns Christmas Tree Festival Knot
Another Choir in Concert.

< NEW March 3r12024 Please keep this day free as I'm busy
planning another really exciting event TBC.

< NEW 13t April 2024 We'll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon
Cathedral at 11-10 a.m.

< NEW Thursday June 6t 2024 our coach departs from
Knaresborough for Limerick to attend the Limerick Sings
Festival.

And finally
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Last night was a giggle.
Have a great week.

Amnandz




