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There were some great ‘one liners’ in last night’s rehearsal, and it sure was
a night for banter ...

“Some crazy drug deal going on!” said someone in the Basses.

“I'm not gonna be there - it doesn’t matter!” remarked a renowned
songwriter.

“Press save!!” was chirped from the Tenors.

“There’s no cueing from me! Know your part!” the banter continued.

his ‘allergy to the outside’. Antihistamine was required, but maybe
not in the amounts it was supplied to him from the depths of
different choir bags.

The evening began with a plea from the stage to help Declan with i

The agenda for the evening was to finish Hello, and also to sing 4 or 5
specific songs from the set list for next week, so that Craig could record
them for Tom. Two problems arose; Craig made the mistake of asking
Declan whether it was 4 or 5 songs and not making it clear that it was a
rhetorical question (or just not listening to Declan’s answer, twice!), and
secondly, the level of enthusiasm (from some sections of the choir, not
ours) for Tom over Declan for next week’s gig!

How Will | Know
We began with the recording of this song, things to remember
include,

> Smile in the chorus, (Craig said it lights up the chorus when we do)
> 2nd verse is straight in
2 2nd chorus is a double

> 3rd chorus is a double with one double clap each time (and just @
because you miss the double clap the first time don’t go adding extras |
into the next chorus)




> Remind yourself of the lyrics and timing of the “I will wait...” section (and
a general run through at home to make sure that there are no ‘what’s the
next word?’ moments!)

Signed Sealed Delivered

Another recording for Tom completed, with points for us to work on,

> The long ‘doo’ in bar 29 and 69 needs a greater crescendo from Sopranos
and Basses

> 2nd verse is Tenors and Basses (‘nough said)
> “Oo wee babe ...” for Sopranos and Altos sounded fabulous when

we had the breathy ‘who’ to start, accentuated ‘s’ on ‘set’ and &
‘soul’ and twangy ‘fire’ (a lot to remember for 8 or 9 words)

> Staccato in bar 43 for “my on-ly de-si- re”

> No extra “baby” in the 2nd chorus, but bring it back in the 3rd chorus

> No hands up in the air to finish, just Craig - '
> Craig will try to bring every part in at every point, but won’t i
be doing an André Previn

Hello

A recap of the beginning to bar 20, started with the Altos sounding
beautiful (my editorial privilege, although I'm sure Craig agreed) who
remembered the glissando on the word “dreaming” which isn’t written in
the score, and the slide on the word “free”. The Altos and Sopranos were
asked to listen to each other’s parts as we sang together, rather than
plough through our own parts regardless of what else was
happening. We got the ‘chewing gum’ moment on the word
“million” BUT make the word “miles”_quiet and no T on the word
“feet”.

The first chorus, bar 25, requires lots of Articulation and Diction, Craig said.
Altos were asked to breathe in the quaver rests to help the shaping, and be
breathy on the word “anymore” whereas the Sopranos needed to sing
“anymore” up the octave, as a response to everyone else’s “anymore”. This
chorus had the Tenors practising their falsetto voices or miming, which
ever they preferred, and for the Basses’ tricky line, Craig just said, “Do your
best!” From where [ was sitting, [ thought the Basses were doing a cracking
job. But what do I know!?

Craig asked us all to just listen again to the end of the first chorus,
especially the word “for” in bar37 which should be very much quicker than
some of us are singing it!!




Verse 2, bar 45, the Basses began the most amazing, tribal way of entering a
room - a stamp before they announced “Hello, hello!” and of course the
Tenors and Altos joined in the fun.

On a serious note, why does the stamping of your foot make the
next sung note so dramatic? I have noticed it when we are singing
and Craig claps on a rest, we then seem to have an increased
energy! But then we all know what should happen after a quaver
rest!

Back to it; tribal two hellos, followed by exact notes (please) on the next
hellos, and then quiet, secret hellos to end the set of three. There are still
more hellos in this sequence, but as Craig found last night, it was quite
hard to differentiate them, and explain where you’d got to, so just have a
look at your score to see where you are for now. It was at this point that
we had both Craig and Declan conducting this verse together, what a ob
treat, no competition between them, obviously, but both trying to Ob ob
keep their part of the choir going better than the other, naturally!!

[ think I must have got tired at this point, or just put my notes down,
because we recorded Stand By Me and Something Inside So Strong, for
Tom, and I didn’t make any notes - let’s all assume we were marvellous
and there was no need for, “Choir, let’s talk about it!”

Finally, just in case you didn’t hear, right at the end we were reminded that
the dress code for the Concert in Bilton on Saturday 17t June is all black
with some sparkle and bling as we’ve been wearing all winter. As the
weather is set to be summery the dress code for the Valley
Gardens on Sunday 18t June is black, and white in any
combination, black and white spots stripes etc etc that gives
you lots of choice! And finally, finally, cakes please, any sort,
for the concert in Bilton.

[t is ok, normal service will resume next week when Maria is back from her
holiday. Hope you are having a great time in Ireland Julie ...

Thanks very much Amanda we’re doing just fine in the sunshine in
Limerick.

It felt very strange not to be with you last night, especially as our week
normally revolves around our fantastic Thursday evening practices.




You can be assured though that we’ll be very busy getting involved in
everything that The Limerick Sings Festival has to offer.

On Friday afternoon we’ll start our weekend with a workshop with the
King Singers, the songs we’ll work on at the workshop are “Finlandia” and
“Ave Verum Corpus”, both lovely pieces that I've sung before.

After practice on the 15th of June, we'll look forward to telling you all
about our trip, who we met, what we did etc.

For now though!
Love from Limerick - Julie & John

What We'll be Singing and When

Saturday 17t% June 2023 Concert for Franks Fund at 7-30. Please
would you wear black with a little bit of sparkle and bling if you have

it. Would you please be at St Johns Bilton for 6-45.

Set One 45 Minutes.
1. Higher Love.
Signed Sealed Delivered.
Proud
Fix You.
Deep River
Steal Away
Stand By Me.
Don’t Stop Believing
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The Three Strikes will perform.

Set Two 20 minutes
1. Simply The Best
2. Hold back The River
3. Something Inside So Strong
4. Total Praise

Sunday 18t June Valley Gardens Bandstand 11-30a.m. then 12-
30p.m. Please arrive for 10-45 bring a picnic lunch if you like.

We are expecting some warm weather so please wear any
combination of black and white as we have done before in warmer
weather.




Set One 30 minutes.
We’ll do the same set twice with a half hour break between the two sets so as
to engrain all of the new material.
1. Higher Love
Signed Sealed Delivered
Proud
Stand by Me.
Don’t Stop Believing
Simply the Best.
Something inside So Strong.

N s W

Deposit for Limerick Sings Festival Thursday 6% - Monday

10t June 2024

We're accepting deposits for next year’s trip. The initial deposit is just £50,
this will secure your place.

This trip promises to be a once-in-a-lifetime experience, filled with
incredible performances, breathtaking sights, and unforgettable moments.
Don't miss out on this opportunity to connect with fellow singers from
around the world and explore one of the most musical cities in Ireland.

If you indicated on the survey that you wanted to be part of this great
adventure, you will have received an email with a link that will enable you
to pay your deposit, this will secure your place at the festival.

Please remember the deposit has to be paid by 31stJuly 2023, if you have
misplaced the email about the deposit, please let John know by emailing
john@knotanotherchoir.co.uk

Franks Fund Concert 17t June St Johns Bilton

We're over the moon to be singing at St Johns Bilton at the invitation of
Emma James, who works for the church and was keen that we did a
fundraiser for Franks Fund. We’ll perform in conjunction with the Three
Strikes, who are a very talented young band from St Aidans School
Harrogate.

There will be a cake stall being run by Morag Caunt and Chris Pyle please
speak to either of them if you'd like to make contributions.



mailto:john@knotanotherchoir.co.uk

We need a few of you to man the door of the church for people arriving
without tickets please, and we also need helpers for the refreshments in
the break, if you can offer your help please speak to Emma James on
Thursday 15t% at choir practice if you'd like to help with this.

Emma has been inundated with excellent raffle prizes from local
businesses and members of the church and Knot Another Choir so for now
we don’t need any more.

You can get your tickets for your family and friends from
https://fienta.com/franks-fund-concert they can also pay on the door
people can pay cash or with a card. Do tell everybody you know about our
wonderful concert.

The Charity.

Frank’s Fund raises vital funds for research into Ewing sarcoma, a rare
form of bone cancer. Frank was just 11 years old and in year 6 in Pannal
Primary school in Harrogate when he was diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma.
During the next 12 months, he endured 14 exhausting cycles of
chemotherapy, 2 months of proton therapy in the US and a horrific 8-hour
operation to remove the tumour and a substantial part of his pelvis. His
positivity, resilience, and raw courage in learning to walk again after his
operation and the way he quietly got about rebuilding his life and getting
back to school were awe inspiring. However, after just 5 months in
remission, the disease returned, and Frank’s short life sadly ended on 9th
February 2019.

Ewing sarcoma most commonly affects children and young adults aged 10-
25 years old and makes up about 1.5% of all childhood cancers. A child,
teenager or adult is diagnosed with primary bone cancer every 10 minutes
somewhere in the world.

By buying a ticket and coming to the concert, you'll be helping to raise
money that can be invested in much needed research into Ewing sarcoma,
as well as enjoying a wonderfully social evening of music!

Valley Gardens 18t June

We'll be returning to one of our favourite spots! singing on the bandstand
in the Valley Gardens let’s hope it’s a glorious day like the ones we’ve had
recently.



https://fienta.com/franks-fund-concert

We'll do two sets that’ll be 11-30 to 12-00 then 12-30 to 1-00 we'll have a
break when there’ll be time to have a picnic lunch. Don’t forget to invite
everybody you know to come to this free concert.

Dates for your 2022 /2023 Diary
The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date

calendar we do add details each week so keep checking all the
e information.

For more details of each event below, please look at the

Calendar in the Members’ section of the KAC website - click on
the event and see all the details you might need.

< Saturday 17t June Concert at St Johns Church Bilton for Franks
Fund at 7-30pm.

< Sunday June 18t Valley Gardens bandstand 11-30 to 12pm and
12-30 to 1pm. That’s two Y2 hour sets which will give us time for
a picnic in between, let’s hope it’s a glorious summer day.

< Saturday 15th July We will spend a full day making a fabulous
recording with Jason Odle music producer and fantastic
musician himself, we will do the recording at Christ Church Hall
Harrogate. That's 10-30a.m. to 4-30 p.m. We will provide lunch
brought in by Tartufo.

<+ NEW Saturday 22 July end of term social celebrating 10 years
of Knot Another Choir with BBQ supper and dancing with DJ and
bass member Colin Hadley.

< November 25t 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival

< December 215t 2023 St Johns Christmas Tree Festival Knot
Another Choir in Concert.

< NEW March 3r12024 Please keep this day free as I'm busy
planning another really exciting event TBC.

< NEW 13t April 2024 We'll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon
Cathedral at 11-10 a.m.

< NEW Thursday June 6t 2024 our coach departs from York Place
Knaresborough for Limerick to attend the Limerick Sings
Festival.




And Finally

There is a great anticipation for putting Hello altogether and listening to it as

a whole. I hope we can do it justice because it feels like it could S 1

become our next anthem - which would definitely win the prize inany =/’ 5
o4 . ® &

competition (as long as we were not robbed again). -

Anano o




