
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 23, 23rd June 2023 
 

On a very hot sticky evening, Craig decided it was in our best interest 
still do have a very energetic warm up! He congratulated those at the 

rehearsal for coming out on such a warm night. He gave 
quick review of how well the weekend had gone with the 
concert on Saturday and then Valley Gardens on Sunday. The 

latter could have been a disaster with no power but he maintained we would 
have done the whole set A Capella if needs be !!!!  
 
The next big event is the recording on July 15thand the 
remaining rehearsals will focus on getting us “recording ready.”  
 

Performing to an audience gives its own “sizzle” and buzz but with a 
recording, everything little detail is picked up – good and not so good! Craig 
wants to be able to give out the recordings to people unapologetically and 
say “This is my choir, they are brilliant.”  
 
So, to everyone there for the rehearsal, and emphatically to those 
who weren’t there, Craig asked that we all attend, for the next four 
weeks.  
 
It’s an absolute MUST to watch Craig in the recording as any mistake WILL 
be heard.  
 
 

 
 
 



 

For a recording we have to:  
 

✓ Sing perfectly 
✓ Enjoy it 
✓ Choose pieces where there are no difficulties with royalties  
✓ Have a varied programme  

 

With those factors in mind the four songs chosen to record are: 
 

1. Higher Love 
2. Hello 
3. How will I know  
4. Last Christmas – to have one to hold back showing people till 

Christmas.  
 

Craig really wants us to record Hello as we are nearly there. In his usual 
precise style, he pulled apart and rebuilt the first third. So here goes! 
 
Hello 
 

Craig made some changes / additions to how he wants us to sing this one. 
• Verse 1: Tenor are now joining the altos for the whole verse. 
• Breathe from the lower abdomen – this is needed for the aspiration 

(breath) on that very first sound on the very first word – hello. This 
has real impact. 

• Bar 1: Hello – the last vowel needs to end in an oo shape which 
is held after the sound has finished. Imagine the sound carries 
on in the silent shape.  

• It’s me: smile; don’t hold the note too long; imagine the 
ending floating away.  

• Bar 2: I was wonderin not wondering 
• Bar 8: you’d like to mee -  NOT MEET – definitely NO “T”   
• Bar 8: to go over: use to as a springboard to push onto the next 

phrase 
• Bar 9: don’t forget the rest – the effect is important 
• Bar 9: everything – hold onto the ng sound.  
• Bar 10: heal yu – a short you  
• Bar 12: healing – a rectangular mouth shape and take the energy off.  

 

The piano often gives the rhythm but as Declan explained so clearly, the first 
verse piano part doesn’t have that strong rhythm behind it so we have to 
articulate the rhythm really clearly.  
 



 

• Bar 17: California Dreaming: enjoy the ee sound, elongate it then get 
back into the rhythm on “about who…”  

• Bar 17: we were younger:  use were as a springboard again to push 
forward. 

• Tenors: bar 16 goes down on me; bar 30 down on done; bar 32 down 
on home  

• Bar 20: fell at our feet becomes fell a t_our fee  Definitely NO “T” 
• Bar 23: The analogy for “a million miles” has changed from 

chewing gum on “million” to pushing a strong wave twice 
on “mi-llion” and then gently pushing water on “miles”.  

• Definitely NO S on the end of miles and let it float away.  
 

Craig was very complimentary about our basses who sing out 
heartily and strong (unlike some 
other choirs he has worked with) 
until …. they need to come in 
quickly. Don’t be late basses on bar 
20 with “There’s such a difference…” You make such a difference!!  
 

• Chorus 1: half volume please!! There will be plenty of opportunities to 
belt it out later  

• Watch out for dotted crotches like in bar 26 – get the rhythm  
• ALTOS: bar 27 / 28: times goes over two notes which are the same – 

give the second one a bit of a push.  
• TENORS: bar 25: sing this down the octave  
• BASSES: bar 30 down on done; bar 32 down on home 
• SOPRANOS: bar 40:  Anymore sing it up the octave  

 

So, just a note or two for the first 40 bars, only another 67 to go!  
 

Next week we need to be OFF COPY for the whole of Hello so we can watch 
Craig. We all also need to be OFF COPY for Higher Love and How will I know 
which we have performed already so should know!!! Last Christmas needs 
to be off copy for those who have sung it previously.  
 

Higher Love: no notes given this time! 
 

How Will I know: no notes given this time 
 

This must have been a very focused rehearsal indeed as there weren’t any 
memorable Craig-isms or Declan-isms to have fun with!!  
 

Over to you Julie…. 
 



 

Thanks Maria, 
 

We got through some fantastic work on Hello last night, we need to keep 
working hard on Hello especially now we know it will be part of our 
recording. Thanks to those of you who are always at practices and always 
do your homework too. 
 

The recording is very important to us all, it’ll be the first time we have 
done a professional recording with Knot Another Choir. We’d appreciate 
that you take the preparation for doing the recording seriously. The 
recording day will cost us a lot of money. If you missed last night please 
watch the recording.  
 

Julie 
 
 

In this week's rehearsal we have started to prepare for our recording on 
Saturday 15th July.  Craig took us through some really focused work on Hello 
and stressed the importance of all singers knowing the fine details, 
reminding us that any differences will be picked up and be very noticeable on 
the recording.  We will continue to work in this way on Hello and the other 
songs (Higher Love, How Will I Know, Last Christmas) in the next 3 
rehearsals.  Therefore, it is really important if you are wanting to be part of 
the recording that you attend practices over the next 3 weeks so that we are 
all up to speed and at our best for the day, sounding amazing and ready to 
produce a recording we can be really proud of.   
 

Rachael Bolton Trustee. 
 

Franks Fund  
 

As a result of our concert organized by alto member, Emma James, on the 
17th June with The Three Strikes (who were amazing by the way) we raised 
a total of £1033-74 which is a fabulous amount to give to the charity. 
Thanks to you all for learning your songs, coming to practices and taking 
part in the concert if you look at the you tube video you gave fantastic 
performance, we even recruited a new bass to start in September.  
 

Special thanks to those of you who helped with the raffle, cake stall and 
baking of course. Well done everybody! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Valley Gardens Sunday 18th June 
 

You certainly came up trumps in reacting to the strange circumstances 
when we found ourselves in on Sunday.  Craig was late due to an accident 
on the Leeds Road and then we were without electricity on the bandstand.  
 

You were all fabulous trying to help resolve the situation. Finally, Emma 
Higgins – committee member, came up with the idea of asking at the café if 
we could sing there, so that we could perform; A great idea thanks Emma! 
We did a slightly shorter set and a few of you were asked to sing songs you 
didn’t even know, well done everybody, we got a good crowd listening to 
us in the end. It was amazing how many people were at St Johns on 
Saturday and then they came to the Valley Gardens to see us again on the 
Sunday.  
 
This article is on Facebook 
 

 

 
 
 



 

Limerick Sings Festival  Thursday 6th - Monday 10th June 2024 
       

                                  
 

We’ve had some more people wanting to come with us now, however until 
we get your deposits your booking is not a certainty. We really want to 
hear from those of you who expressed an interest on the first survey, but 
haven’t sent us a deposit or said if you’ll definitely be joining us next year.  
The deposit is just £50. 
 

If you’ve misplaced the email about payment, please message John and 
don’t forget to say whether you will be travelling by our luxury coach or by 
alternative means. john@knotanotherchoir.co.uk  
 

When John and I attended Limerick Sings 2023 for our recce weekend we 
loved it! The singing, the sights, the food, but most of all the wonderful 
people of different nationalities we met.  I’m sure those of you who are 
coming next year will absolutely love it too.  
 

If you have any further questions about Limerick Sings, please just ask 
John or I before or after practices.  
We really would appreciate your deposits coming in now please, as we’d 
like to know our final numbers.  
 

Just to update you 45 of you have paid your deposit to go on 
the bus and 14 of you have paid a deposit but will be 
making your own way to Limerick. 
 
 

FYI 
 

For those of you who love to listen to choirs, The Stray Notes who we 
know from the Community Choir festival are doing a Summer Concert on 
the 1st of July. You’ll find all the details below. 
 
I’ve attached their concert poster, the link for tickets is: 
 
https://thestraynotes.sumupstore.com/ 

mailto:john@knotanotherchoir.co.uk
https://thestraynotes.sumupstore.com/


 

There will be a raffle supporting WellspringTherapy & 
Training https://wellspringtherapy.co.uk based in Starbeck. 
 
 

 
 

Dates for your 2022/2023 Diary 
The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 

we do add details each week so keep checking all the 
information.  

 

For more details of each event below, please look at the 
Calendar in the Members’ section of the KAC website – click on 

the event and see all the details you might need.  If you become aware 
of opportunities for us to sing please let me know the details. 

 
❖ Saturday 15th July We will spend a full day making a fabulous 

recording with Jason Odle, music producer and fantastic 

musician himself, we will do the recording at Christ Church Hall 

Harrogate. That’s 10-30a.m. to 4-30 p.m. We will provide lunch 

brought in by Tartufo.  

❖ Thursday 20th July Last practice of the year. 

❖ NEW Saturday 22nd July end of term social celebrating 10 years 

of Knot Another Choir with BBQ supper and dancing with DJ and 

bass member Colin Hadley. 

❖ September 14th Return to practice. 

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival  

https://wellspringtherapy.co.uk/


 

❖ December 21st 2023 St Johns Christmas Tree Festival Knot 

Another Choir in Concert. 

❖ NEW March 3rd 2024 Please keep this day free as I’m busy 

planning another really exciting event TBC. 

❖ NEW 13th April 2024 We’ll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon 

Cathedral at 11-10 a.m. 

❖ NEW Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for Limerick to attend the Limerick Sings 

Festival.  
 

And finally  
 

Isn’t it fantastic that we have now developed to a point where 
Craig feels we are capable of producing a recording!! What a 
long way we have come.  
  
Craig said: “When you give out the recordings you can say 
 “This is my choir, aren’t we great” “ 
 
“Be at every rehearsal. Don’t just turn up on the day to record. “ 

 

Maria  

 


