
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 24, 30th June 2023 
 

The tenors and basses sang “There’s a big viaduct over there!”  
But there seemed to be some confusion: “Over where??” “Over 
there!” With directions sorted, the tenors were challenged to come up with 
their own line for that warmup for next week. Any budding lyricists amongst 
you tenors?  
 

Craig again was very focused on bringing Hello up to as high a standard as 
we can achieve with the recording in mind. He was talking about us using a 
different type of voice in chorus 3. We started with a great deal of yelling, 
not singing, to get the feel of the voice we need.  
 

“There’s a road we call singing which is a bit sweet, a 
bit nice but is inefficient. Vocally everyone can give 
that “calling” sound rather than singing. Done 

correctly, it doesn’t hurt. Do stop if it’s uncomfortable for you. It’s 
hard work initially but singers get used to where it sits.”  
 

For chorus 3 we need to think about our posture. 
Knees not locked; feet apart; not too far to the right or 
left; we are at war; we need to be tribal;  

the 40% increase in volume comes from the yell.  
 

He confirmed:  
“Without this type of voice here, it will be ok but I’m not here for OK. This 
song makes the difference!” 
A couple of specific points included. 

• Bars 91-94: Make the phrases shorter e.g. from the other side / I must 
have called / called a thousand times  

• TENORS: Bar 93: remember the note is higher on “called”  
• Bar 104: watch the rhythm on “for breaking your heart”  
• Then remember   

o Using the yell to be powerful 



 

o We are at war 
o Be tribal  

 

We actually began the rehearsal at the beginning of Hello but Craig pulled 
us up for not remembering some pointers given previously. This part of the 
bulletin is longer than usual which reflects the high level of work and detail 
that Craig expects of us in order to achieve the standards he is setting. So, 
I’m going to amalgamate notes from previous bulletins. One suggestion is to 
go through them and add to your score what is relevant for your voice part. 
My score is a mess as, at the moment, it has all the voice parts marked and I 
need to erase some of it so I can actually see the notes!  

 

VERSE 1:  
• Tenors are now joining the Altos for the whole verse. 
• Breathe from the lower abdomen – this is needed for the aspiration 

(breath) on that very first sound on the very first word – hello. This 
has real impact. 

• Bar 1: Hello – the last vowel needs to end in an oo shape which 
is held after the sound has finished. Imagine the sound carries 
on in the silent shape.  

• It’s me: smile; don’t hold the note too long; imagine the ending 
floating away.  

• Bar 2: I was wonderin not wondering 
• Bar 8: you’d like to mee -  NOT MEET – definitely NO “T”   

 
• Bar 8: to go over: use to as a springboard to push onto the next 

phrase 
• Bar 9: don’t forget the rest – the effect is important 
• Bar 9: everything – hold onto the ng sound.  
• Bar 10: heal yu – a short you  
• Bar 12: healing – a rectangular mouth shape and take the energy off.  

 

The piano often gives the rhythm but as Declan explained so clearly, the first 
verse piano part doesn’t have that strong rhythm behind it, so we have to 
articulate the rhythm really clearly.  
 

• Bar 17: California Dreaming: enjoy the ee sound, elongate it then get 
back into the rhythm on “about who…”  KEEP THE PULSE GOING. 

• Bar 17: we were younger:  use were as a springboard again to push 
forward. 



 

• Bar 17: ee in free: keep your tongue high in your mouth. It gives extra 
resonance. You should be able to feel the sides of your tongue on the 
upper teeth and the blade of the tongue high in the mouth. This applies 
to any ee sound.  (For those of you interested the tongue creates two 
cavities: the first from the vocal chords to the highest part of the 
tongue and second from the highest part of the tongue to the teeth. The 
cavities produce 2 formants and in ee the second formant is really high 
frequency but if you drop your tongue it will become lower and hence 
give a different feel to the resonance. Not interested? – that’s fine you 
can miss this part out!)  

• Tenors: bar 16 goes down on me; bar 30 down on done; bar 32 down 
on home  

• Bar 20: fell at our feet becomes fell a t_ar fee  Definitely NO “T” 
• Bar 20: articulate “th” at the beginning of There’s by putting your 

tongue between your teeth more deliberately  
• Bar 22: Between us: This has to be HUGE 
• Bar 23: The analogy for “a million miles” has changed from 

chewing gum on “million” to pushing a strong wave twice on 
“mi-llion” and then gently pushing water on “miles”.  

• Bar 23: Definitely NO S on the end of miles and let it float away.  
 

CHORUS 1:  
• Half volume please!! There will be plenty of opportunities to belt it 

out later  
• Bar 26: Watch out for dotted crotches– get the rhythm  
• ALTOS: bar 27 / 28: times goes over two notes which are the same – 

give the second one a bit of a push.  
• TENORS: bar 25: sing this down the octave  
• BASSES: bar 30 down on done; bar 32 down on home 
• SOPRANOS: bar 40:  Anymore sing it up the octave  

 

CHORUS 2 
• Bar 59: there are two CALLED 
• Bar 61: that excited rest again before “OH!” 
• Bar 62: make the last syllable on everything longer  
• Bar 64: seems not seem: disregard the rest between to and be: put 

two notes on to 
• Bar 64: two notes on OUT (outside)  
• Bar 73: Sop1 up an octave on any more 

 



 

Bridge  
• Tenors Bar 79: don’t be too strong here. Tenors and basses listen to 

each other’s part. Are you blending in? 
• Altos: Bar 85: get the energy from the n and m sounds on runnin and 

time 
• Sopranos: Bar 87: off quickly on highs and enjoy a longer lows  

 

CHORUS 3 – this is where the bulletin started! 
• Bars 91-94: Make the phrases shorter e.g. from the other side / I must 

have called / called a thousand times  
• TENORS: Bar 93: remember the note is higher on “called”  
• Bar 104: watch the rhythm on “for breaking your heart”  
• Then remember   

o Using the yell to be powerful 
o We are at war 
o Be tribal  

   

Next week Craig is away and Declan will lead the rehearsal and accompany 
himself. He will look at verse 2 and then we will have a full set of notes for 
this piece. 
 

Declan has to be credited with the best quip of the evening 
when discussing Bar 90 in HELLO : 
“I don’t know! You write the notes, I just play them!”  
 

Then Craig discovered:  
“That’s not what our choir have been singing!! 
See! We are more accurate than Leeds Contemporary Choir…. at least in Bar 
90! 
 

Over to you Julie… 
 

Thanks Maria what brilliant notes, 
 

Another fantastic practice, thanks for answering our request to be at the 
practices in the run up to the recording your efforts of good attendance are 
always appreciated. We covered a lot of detail last night with 85 of you 
present, working very hard, it was a very beneficial practice. Thanks as 
always to Craig and Declan who always give their best to get the best out of 
us.  
 

Hello is really coming on now. If you’ve missed practices in the last few 
weeks while we’ve been working so intensively on Hello, please make sure 



 

that you watch the recordings at home it makes great viewing if you 
channel the recording through your TV.  
 

For those of you who don’t know on the 15th July we’ll be recording Hello, 
Higher Love, How Will I Know and Last Christmas. If there are any of these 
songs we haven’t done since you joined the choir, please use the learning 
resources to familiarise yourself with them, for most of them there are 
even videos of us performing the songs.  
 

Julie 
 

CHOIR PHOTO DIRECTORY 
 

There are lots of choir member names to remember and although the 
lanyards help, I, for one, find myself saying ‘you know…… the person with 

blond hair and glasses in altos’!       
 

So, we thought it would be a nice idea to create a ‘photo directory’ of the 
choir! This would be a booklet of people’s photos with their name 
underneath. Those who were in the choir during lockdown will remember 
that some people wrote short profiles about themselves in the newsletter 
which were lovely to read, so perhaps we could add an optional couple of 
sentences about each person too. Hopefully this will help us all get to know 
each other even better, perhaps especially, people in different sections of 
the choir.  
 

We’ll aim to get this printed and ready for you during September, so for 
willing participants, we’ll start taking the photos on Thursday evenings 
and also at the BBQ.  
 

Say CHEESE!!!!  
 

Emma Higgins 
Committee Member. 
 

A special request from Craig’s RSM Workplace Choir. 
 

On the 12th of August the RSM Choir will be singing at Wakefield Hospice. 
As it’s mid-summer they are somewhat short of singers and Craig has 
asked if some of our members would help out.  
 

They particularly need confident altos and tenors but equally basses and 
sopranos will be very welcome too. You’ll need to be familiar with our 
whole repertoire. 
 



 

It’s a morning performance so you need to be there for 10 a.m.  The 
address is Wakefield Hospice, Aberford Road, Wakefield WF1 4TS.  If you 
don’t mind the drive to Wakefield, a pleasant morning singing with 
another choir and making some new friends, please contact me at your 
earliest convenience. julie@knotanothercoir.co.uk  
 

Instructions on what to wear will follow nearer the time. 
 

Newby Hall and Gardens 1st October at 1pm. 
 

I’ve been working on our programme of events this week; I’ve made 
contact with many different places where we might be able to perform. 
Yesterday I got our first positive response and a great offer. We’ve been 
asked to sing on the last day of opening of the season on the lawns near the 
Garden Restaurant. I’m sure most of you are familiar with the very 
stunning Newby Hall.  
 

We’ll do two full 45-minute sets for the visitors with a 30-minute break 
between the two.  If the gardens are busy, as they often are, I’m sure we’ll 
get a very good audience, it’s a very popular place. If we don’t get the best 
weather they have a stretch tent we can use, whatever a stretch tent is???  
 

On the day we can access Newby Hall by showing our lanyards, we’ll need 
to be there at our singing spot at 12-30 to give us time to set up and warm 
up. Dependant on the weather we’ll either wear all black or black and 
white. 
 

For now though, please pop the date in your diary.  
 
 

Preparation For Christmas 2 11th of November 
 

Last year we had a great day working on all our Christmas material in 
readiness for our Christmas events, 91of you signed up. We had great fun 
but worked hard under Craigs guidance. We’ll once again hold the event at 
The Parish Centre@Christ Church between 11am and 4pm.  
 
I hope we’ll get a great response to this, once again please put the date in 
your diary. 
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Limerick Sings Festival  Thursday 6th - Monday 10th June 2024 
       

                                  
 

We’ve had some more people wanting to come with us now, however until 
we get your deposits your booking is not a certainty. We really want to 
hear from those of you who expressed an interest on the first survey but 
haven’t sent us a deposit yet.  The deposit is just £50. 
 

If you’ve misplaced the email about payment, please message John and 
don’t forget to say whether you will be travelling by our luxury coach or by 
alternative means. john@knotanotherchoir.co.uk  
 

When John and I attended Limerick Sings 2023 for our recce weekend we 
loved it! The singing, the sights, the food, but most of all the wonderful 
people of different nationalities we met.  I’m sure those of you who are 
coming next year will absolutely love it too.  
 

If you have any further questions about Limerick Sings, please just ask 
John or I before or after practices.  
 

We really would appreciate your deposits coming in now please, as we’d 
like to know our final numbers.  
 

Just to update you 45 of you have paid your deposit to go on 
the bus and 14 of you have paid a deposit but will be 
making your own way to Limerick. 
 
 

FYI 
 

For those of you who love to listen to choirs, The Stray Notes who we 
know from the Community Choir festival are doing a Summer Concert on 
the 1st of July. You’ll find all the details below. I’ve attached their concert 
poster, the link for tickets is: https://thestraynotes.sumupstore.com/ 
 
There will be a raffle supporting WellspringTherapy & 
Training https://wellspringtherapy.co.uk based in Starbeck. 
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On a bit more of a classical note, Janet List’s husband has asked us to tell you 
about this concert that he will be taking part in. 

 

Arcadian Strings are group of local string players. 
They are now conducted by the very talented 
William Dutton who is from Harrogate. He is a very 
talented singer - he won BBC Radio 2 Young 
Chorister of the Year in 2006 and has sung 
alongside the likes of Jose Carreras, Aled Jones and 
Bryn Terfel. He is also a very talented string player 
and was winner of the BBC Young Musician of the 
Year Strings Final in 2014. He’s now training to be a 
professional conductor. There will be two 
internationally acclaimed violin soloists performing 
the amazing Bach Double Violin Concerto as part of 
the programme! 

 

Dates for your 2022/2023 Diary 
The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 

we do add details each week so keep checking all the 
information.  

 

For more details of each event below, please look at the 
Calendar in the Members’ section of the KAC website – click on 

the event and see all the details you might need.  If you become aware 
of opportunities for us to sing please let me know the details. 

 

❖ Saturday 15th July We will spend a full day making a fabulous 

recording with Jason Odle, music producer and fantastic 

musician himself, we will do the recording at Christ Church Hall 

Harrogate. That’s 10-30a.m. to 4-30 p.m. We will provide lunch 

brought in by Tartufo.  



 

❖ Thursday 20th July Last practice of the year. 

❖ NEW Saturday 22nd July end of term social celebrating 10 years 

of Knot Another Choir with BBQ supper and dancing with DJ and 

bass member Colin Hadley. 

❖ September 14th Return to practice. 

❖ NEW October 1st Performance at Newby Hall, 2x45min sets 

starting at 1pm 

❖ November 11th The Parish Centre@Christ Church Preparation for 

Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm 

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival  

❖ December 21st 2023 St Johns Christmas Tree Festival Knot 

Another Choir in Concert. 

❖ March 3rd 2024 Please keep this day free as I’m busy planning 

another really exciting event TBC. 

❖ NEW 13th April 2024 We’ll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon 

Cathedral at 11-10 a.m. 

❖ NEW Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  
 

And finally  
 

The official lines have been drawn in the Sopranos at last! 
 

❖ No Man’s Land lies by the fire doors.  
❖ In front of No Man’s Land are Sop 1s 

 
 

❖ Behind No Man’s Land are Sop 2s 
❖ It has been decreed: Sing the line where you are sitting!  

 

Maria  

 


