
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 26, 14th July 2023 
 

 
The Award Winning, Knot Another Choir began last 
night’s rehearsal with a ‘Row, row, row your boat’ 
warm up (complete with actions)! The only slight 
disappointment, if I may be so bold, was that we didn’t 
get onto rocking the boat and the crocodile with a scream! 
 
Showing how versatile we were, we moved from Rowing our boats, 
to recapping “Last Christmas”. Craig was running the rehearsal 
without Declan, so we were singing with a recorded track, ‘Ev’ry 
cloud has a silver lining!’ Craig explained, because we will be 
singing to the tracks when we record on Saturday – Knot Another 
Christmas.  
 
“Last Christmas” - notes                                                                                                                       

♪ There will be 8 bars introduction when we record this on 
Saturday.                                                  

♪ We will be giving it more of a breathy, softer vibe (less Tina 
Turner).                                                            

♪ Remember the beginning is in unison and there is NO scoop at the end of 
the first ‘gave it away’ bar 11.                                                                                                               
 

♪ First line                                                                                                                                         
‘Last Christmas I gave you my heart, but the very next day    you gave it 
away’             
Give more ‘s’ in Christmas, more emphasis to ‘my’, no t on ‘heart’, and heart 
(without the t) blends into the next word ‘but’, the word ‘next’ is an 
eyebrow moment, take a breath after ‘day’, aspirate the ‘w’ in ‘away’ and 
no scoop at the end!            Easy really!                                                                                               



 

♪ Second line                                                                                                                                 
‘This-year to save me from tears, I’ll give it to someone special’                                                   
Treat ‘this year’ as all one word, ‘save me from’ are triplets so appear 
slightly slower in order to fit them in, accent on ‘give’ and  the ‘some’ of 
someone, finishing with ‘spe-shall       

♪ Bar 16                                                                                                                                        
‘Once bitten  twice shy, ∆ I keep my distance but you still catch my eye’                              
Remember the harmonies for ‘twice shy’, and the excited quaver rest 
before ‘I keep my..’, cut the word ‘eye’ short so that there is an audible gap 
before the next phrase.                 

♪ Bar 20                                                                                                                                        
‘Tell me baby ∇ do you recognise me? ∇∆ It’s been a year but that doesn’t 
surprise me’                                                                                                                    
This begins in unison, there is crotchet rest after ‘baby’ (go for your 
dinner) and a crotchet/quaver rest after ‘me’ (excited dinner??) after 
which the phrase can be crooned (as long as the consonants are intact).                                                                                            

♪ Bar 24                                                                                                                                                 
‘Merry Christmas I wrapped it up and sent it, with a note saying I love you, I 
meant it, now I know what a fool I’ve been, but if I kisssed you now I know 
you’d fool me again’  So this whole phrase is crooned, emphasise the ‘w’s 
and ‘I’s and the ‘sss’s in ‘kissed’                        

♪ Bar 32                                                                                                                                                 
‘Last Christmas I gave you my heart, but the very next day    you gave it away                            
This year to save me from tears, I’ll give it to someone special’                                                     
All the points from the first time round are valid here too, plus, this is the 
time when the word ‘away’ scoops. For this Craig asks us to start with a 
long mouth shape on the first note and a wider, happy, smiley shape for 
the second note. Crescendo over ‘This 
year’                                                                                                                                                                                      

♪ Bar 40                                                                                                                                                       
‘A crowded room, friends with tired eyes,  I’m hiding from you and 
your soul, soul, soul of ice. Thought that you were     someone to 
rely on ‘                                                                            
The soul, soul bit needs to be meaner from Sopranos! Think about the ‘set 
my soul on fire’ bit from Signed Sealed Delivered, and channel that sass! At 
the end of the word ‘ice’ everyone is coming straight off to allow time for 
you to stick your tongue out between your teeth (without biting too hard) 
and giving the word ‘thought’ a strong start.   
 



 

Then remember the rest after the word ‘were’ .                                                                                  
At this point, the Tenors and Basses need to own their parts and not be put 
off by the Sopranos and Altos who are singing something different. Craig 
would like to hear Tenors and Basses sing, ‘Face of a lover with a fire in his 
heart’ when this is recorded on Saturday, he claims that there are too 
many recordings of him singing it for you! (Harsh!)     
                                                                                                                                       
The ‘no, no, no,  no, no, no, no’s for Soprano and Altos are in triplets and 
have a samba feel to them.                                                                                                                                   
That’s probably enough to be going on with before tomorrow, don’t 
you think?! 
 
We ran Higher Love, which just needs everyone to listen to their parts 
again and think about the links and joins between sections. AT THE 
END of this song, there is an extra ‘Bring me a higher love’ for 
everyone to sing, to bring the song to a more natural end. 
 
We ran ‘Hello’ too. Craig asked everyone to make sure they knew when it 
was ‘everything that I’ve done’ as opposed to ‘breaking your heart’. He 
thinks there could well be time between recordings to help us with these 
‘corners’. 
 
Thanks very much Amanda for standing in for Maria and doing the first 
half of the bulletin. 
 

Christmas came to Knaresborough a little early and you were so good at 
remembering Last Christmas in readiness for recording it on Saturday at 
Christ Church Hall, Harrogate.  FYI parking is free around Christ Church at 
the weekend, and you don’t need a disc amazing!!.  
 
Thanks so much for your generous donations to the leaving fund for 
Declan last night, and your beautiful heartfelt messages in his card. If you 
missed your chance to give something to Declan’s fund then there is still 
the opportunity you can pay directly into the choir bank account the 
details are as follows: 
 
Knot Another Choir account number 52537397 sort code 40-23-12.  
 
Next Thursday, the 20th, will be the last practice of the year I really hope 
you’ll all be there to say goodbye to Declan, and see him presented with his 
leaving present and card, it’ll be our chance to say goodbye to Declan and 



 

each other for about 9 weeks. We’ll serve a cuppa at half time, that’ll give 
us the chance to chat and relax.  We’ll have a sing, without the pressure 
that you’re preparing for something.  We will also acknowledge some of 
our members. 
 
I think we’ve all had chance to digest the news now that we won’t see 
Declan on a weekly basis anymore. Please be assured though that things 
will be just fine for the choir. Craig is already on with thinking about his 
options to get us a new regular accompanist. To be honest, with him 
working at the conservatoire. and with so many excellent musicians in his 
list of contacts, he really couldn’t be in a better place to find us an excellent 
replacement. So please don’t worry, Knot Another Choir will go on and on. 
 

On Saturday 15th July we’ll be doing our first recording with Jason Odle, 
from “Developing Sounds”, we’ll record Hello, Higher Love, How Will I 
Know and Last Christmas. Do use the learning resources if you need to.  
 

Julie 
 

Craig’s RSM Workplace Choir. 
 
On the 12th of August Craigs RSM Choir are singing at Wakefield Hospice. 
Craig asked if some of our members would help out by swelling the RSM 
numbers a little. You’ll need to be there for 10 a.m.  The address is 
Wakefield Hospice, Aberford Road, Wakefield WF1 4TS. If you’d like to 
take part, please message me julie@knotanothercoir.co.uk  
 

Thanks for your fantastic response so far, it’ll be very much appreciated by 
RSM. The following members have now kindly volunteered to sing at what 
will be a lovely morning of singing thanks so much. 
 

Altos 
Linda Hardy 
Lynne Sharp 
Jenny Thomson 
Morag Caunt 
Penny Dutton 
Moira Plummer 
Jan Parker 
 

Tenor 
Valerie Renshaw 
Janice John 
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Julie Bradbury-Sharp 
Robin Ingledew 
Richard Jackson 
Heather Jemison 

 

Basses 
Ben Meade 
John Bradbury-Sharp 
 

Sopranos 
Julie Dodson  
Sammy Stoney  
Jan Gibbs 
Maggie Jackson 

 
Details on what to wear will follow nearer the time. 
 

Newby Hall and Gardens 1st October at 1pm. 
 

I’m sure most of you are familiar with the very stunning Newby Hall. We’ve 
been asked to sing for their guests on the last day of opening of the season, 
on the lawns near the Garden Restaurant, which will be lovely.  
 

We’ll do two full 45-minute sets for the visitors, with a 30-minute break 
between the two.  If the gardens are busy, as they often are, I’m sure we’ll 
get a very good audience, it’s a popular place. If we do a great performance, 
it might become a regular gig for us, which would be fantastic.  
 

On the day when you arrive at Newby Hall, please show your Knot Another 
Choir lanyard at the entrance. We’ll need to be there at our singing spot at 
12-30 to give us time to set up and warm up. Dependant on the weather 
we’ll either wear all black or black and white, I’ll let you know which 
nearer the time. 
 

 
Bob Frendts Fire Engine Appeal. 

Knot Another Choir Fundraising Concert. 
October the 6th 2023. 

 
Bob is a Knaresborough man in his 70’s, he is a retired driver. He has been 
to the Ukraine on 8 different occasions with vital medical and educational 
aids. In May and June this year he arranged a live music event which raised 
nearly £2500 and collected many valuable donations including tents, 
sleeping bags etc. The money raised has gone towards buying water 



 

purification tablets, generators, and dryers to help after the floods from 
the Kakhovka Dam in Kherson.  
 
The local mayor of Volodymyr, which is close to the conflict zone, has 
asked Bob to source a fire engine to rescue trapped people from apartment 
blocks in the event of an attack. The blocks have just one staircase and 
with all the local fire engines being seconded, there is no other means of 
escape. Bobs ambition now is to raise £20,000 to buy a rescue fire engine 
and drive it the 1412 miles from Knaresborough to Volodymyr, that’s no 
mean feat for a man in his 70’s. 
 
When I saw about Bobs hard work and generous spirit, I was inspired to 
think that we, as a choir, could help him as we do so well with our charity 
fundraising. So we will do our usual style of concert at Trinity Church with 
a raffle, cake stall and refreshments served. I’ll need everybody to help 
though, with advertising and telling everybody the story about Bob.  I 
know many of you have friends in other choirs and could invite them along 
to attend this concert.  
 

Link to Bob's Just Giving page 
 

Preparation For Christmas 2 11th of November 
 

Last year we did our first preparation for Christmas workshop, we had a 
great day working on all our Christmas material in readiness for our 
Christmas events, an amazing 91 of you signed up and we had a very 
productive day. We had great fun but worked hard under Craigs guidance, 
it proved to be very beneficial as it put us in a position to be ready for our 
Christmas events.  
 

We’ll once again be holding the event at The Parish Centre@Christ Church 
between 11am and 4pm. I hope we get a large group of you this year too. 
 
As usual lunch will be provided by Tatufo. More details near the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bobfrendt?utm_id=2&utm_term=Nj7PNQYpW


 

Wellspring Gala Dinner Performance. 
 

We have been invited by Wellspring to 
sing at their Gala Dinner, which is 
celebrating 20 years of the wonderful 
work of the amazing Wellspring therapy 
and training charity.  
 
The event is being held at the Crown 
Hotel Harrogate, somewhere where 
many of us sang when we were coming 
out of lockdown and had to socially 
distance ourselves from each other and 
wear masks to enter the room. I’m not 
certain but I think we’ll be in the same 
room for this Gala Dinner.  
 
We will sing as the guests take to their 
seats, the event organizer would like us 
to sing songs of celebration. I will speak 
with Craig about our choices later this 
week.  
 
We have been asked if choir members 
would also like to be at the evening, 
tickets are £50 per person.  I know it’s 
quite expensive, but I think it’ll be a 
fabulous evening, John and I have already 
purchased our tickets, will anybody join 
us?  
 

New Committee Member  
To Make Appeals For Funding 

 

We are looking for a confident strong, knowledgeable, confident individual, 
who is a current member of the choir. You must be able to work on your 
own initiative and have experience and expertise in the niche area of 
researching and making strong appeals for funding to Trust Funds as well 
as looking to get sponsorships for the choir to help fund the projects we 
want to take on.  
 



 

We’d like this individual to become a new and important committee 
member.  

 

Limerick Sings Festival  Thursday 6th - Monday 10th June 2024 
       

                                  
 

We are still waiting to hear from those of you who expressed an 
interest on the first Limerick survey but haven’t sent us your deposit 
yet or said that you still intend to join us on our adventure. We would 
really like to know our final numbers now, we only have two weeks of 
term left so please let us know what you’ve decided to do.  The deposit 
is just £50. Up to date there are a total of 63 of you who’ve paid deposits.  
 
There are 48 of us signed up to go on the coach. There are also 15 of you 
making your own way to Limerick whether that be driving and ferry or 
flying and then hiring a car or travelling by train to Limerick .  
 

When John and I attended Limerick Sings 2023 for the weekend we 
absolutely loved it! The singing, the sights, the food, but most of all the 
wonderful singers of different nationalities we met.  I’m sure those of you 
who are coming with us next year will l have a fabulous time.  
 

If you really would like to go to Limerick but the expense is too much 
for you. We would be very happy to discuss ways in which we would be 
able to help you. Please email me at julie@knotanotherchoir.co.uk your 
correspondence will be treated with the utmost discretion. 
 
 

Dates for your 2022/2023 Diary 
The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 

we do add details each week so keep checking all the 
information.  

 

For more details of each event below, please look at the 
Calendar in the Members’ section of the KAC website – click on 

the event and see all the details you might need.  
 

❖ Saturday 15th July We will spend a full day making a fabulous 

recording with Jason Odle, music producer and fantastic 

musician himself, we will do the recording at Christ Church Hall 
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Harrogate. That’s 10-15a.m. to 4-30 p.m. We will provide lunch 

brought in by Tartufo.  

❖ Thursday 20th July Last practice of the year saying goodbye 

to Declan, we’ll have a sing song,  and a cuppa tea and 

cake in the half time break. 
❖ NEW Saturday 22nd July end of term social celebrating 10 years 

of Knot Another Choir with BBQ supper and dancing with DJ, 

and bass member, Colin Hadley. 

❖ September 14th Return to choir practices. 

❖ **NEW Sunday October 1st Performance at Newby Hall, 2x45min 

sets starting at 1pm. 

❖ **NEW Friday October 6th Fundraising Concert at Trinity Church 

at 7pm. This is for funds for Bob Frendts fire engine to go to 

Volodymyr in the Ukraine.  

❖ November 11th The Parish Centre@Christ Church Preparation for 

Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm. 

❖ **NEW Saturday November 17th we have been invited by 

Wellspring to sing to greet the guests at their Gala Dinner.  

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival  

❖ December 21st 2023 St Johns Parish Church Knaresborough 

Christmas Tree Festival Knot Another Choir in Concert. 

❖ March 3rd 2024 Please keep this day free as I’m busy planning 

another really exciting event TBC. 

❖ NEW 13th April 2024 We’ll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon 

Cathedral at 11-10 a.m. 

❖ NEW Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  
 

CHOIR PHOTO DIRECTORY 
 

There are lots of choir member names to remember and although the 
lanyards help, I, for one, find myself saying ‘you know…… the person with 

blond hair and glasses in altos’!       
 

So, we thought it would be a nice idea to create a ‘photo directory’ of the 
choir! This would be a booklet of people’s photos with their name 
underneath. Those who were in the choir during lockdown will remember 



 

that some people wrote excellent profiles about themselves in the 
newsletter, which were lovely to read, so perhaps we could add an 
optional couple of sentences about each person too. Hopefully this will 
help us all get to know each other even better, perhaps especially, people 
in different sections of the choir.  
 

We’ll aim to get this printed and ready for you during September, so for 
willing participants, we’ll start taking the photos on Thursday evenings 
and also at the BBQ.  
 

Say CHEESE!!!!  
 

Emma Higgins 
Committee Member. 
 
 
We are also planning to create a member’s directory on the members 
section of the website. Access to this will only be available to members. 
To comply with GDPR we are currently giving out forms for you to fill in 
to give us permission to use your details.  
Lots of you filled it in last night I hope the rest of you can do yours next 
Thursday.  
John. 

 

New Members 
We have just a few new ladies coming for two trials with us in 
September. If you know any tenors or basses who’d like to join us, 
please get them to contact us via the website in the section that says 
I want to join.  
 
Don’t forget we offer free places to 18-25 year olds. 
 

And Finally 
 

Enjoy your week! 
 

 
 
Amanda 

 


