
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 27, 21st July 2023 
 

So, for our final rehearsal of the year, Amanda and I broke 
ranks and sat with the Sop1’s!!! May we say to all our 
fellow second sopranos sitting way back, Craig and 
Declan are actually full size, not in miniature as we are 
used to seeing them! Who knew!  
 

Craig tried to redeem himself after failing to remember to 
include the crocodile in Row, Row, Row your Boat the 
previous week. He made up, composed two new, vaguely 
memorable verses; one about the River Nidd and another 
about waving goodbye to Declan.  Declan questioned the 

quality of his workmanship by suggesting he had done this in the car coming 
over from Leeds.   
 
However, Craig, Row, Row, Row Your Boat is in fact a much more complex 
song and: 

Your Mission Should You Choose to Accept is to 
research and learn the other verses about a polar bear, 
a lion and a mouse and where they would be rowing 
their respective boats!  

 
 
 
 
Julie did a great job with the microphone, presenting prizes 
and giving a speech even though she said she’d prefer to 
dance in front of a crowd. Julie was particularly pleased with 
attendance over the year and those with nearly perfect 
attendance received a gift and a hug from both Craig and 



 

Declan. Personally, I think Julie missed a trick as the overall attendance 
could have been boosted if people knew there would be hugs going round!   
 

The Office, Season 2, Episode 4 Motivation. I found it!! 
If you google The Office, Motivation, Simply the Best, you 
will find the clip. Thanks, Craig. We can see where you got 
your inspiration from!   
Link to The Office - Simply the Best 
 

What a great end to a wonderful term of singing and friendship. Here’s to a 
good summer!  
 
Over to you Julie….. 
  
Thanks very much Maria. 
 

Thanks everybody for a brilliant turn out last night with 87 of you there, I 
hope you enjoyed a relaxing session with a cuppa and a little presentation. 
It was lovely to give Declan the money we raised for him, a card and a 
bottle of gin, we raised £550 by the way, which is a fantastic amount, 
thanks to you all for your generosity.  
 
John and I met with Craig yesterday to talk about how things have been 
recently and the coming autumn term.  I’m delighted that between 
September and Christmas we now have lots of gigs, I have cancelled our 
Wellspring performance, but we do have a new concert on the 9th of 
December. Craig wants us to learn lots of new material next term, below 
are some of the songs he wants to do with us. I hope you’ll respond to this 
with good attendance and keeping up with practicing at home between 
practices, its hard to keep up otherwise. 
 

Joyful Joyful 
Shackles 

Motherless Child 
One More Sleep 

Santa Tell Me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4mMI0wd0OE


 

Returning To Choir in September 
 

We had told you that we would be returning to choir on the 14th of 
September. However, after yesterday’s discussion, Craig wants us to return 
the week earlier the 7th of September as we have two gigs at the start of 
October on the 1st and the 6th . This makes the difference between having 4 
practices instead of 3 in the run up to these.  
 

Craig’s RSM Workplace Choir 
 

I’ll be in touch soon when I’ve heard back from Craig about what we’ll sing 
and be expected to wear.  If your name should be on the list and isn’t 
please email me. 
 
On the 12th of August Craigs RSM Choir are singing at Wakefield Hospice. 
Craig asked if some of our members would come and sing to swell the RSM 
choir numbers. You’ll need to be there for 10 a.m.  The address is 
Wakefield Hospice, Aberford Road, Wakefield WF1 4TS. If you’d like to 
take part, please message me julie@knotanothercoir.co.uk  
 

The following members have kindly volunteered to sing at what will be a 
lovely morning of singing thanks so much. 
 

Altos 
Linda Hardy 
Lynne Sharp 
Jenny Thomson 
Morag Caunt 
Penny Dutton 
Moira Plummer 
Jan Parker 
Jo Cope  
Mary Clewes 
 

Tenor 
Valerie Renshaw 
Janice John 
Julie Bradbury-Sharp 
Robin Ingledew 
Richard Jackson 
Heather Jemison 
David Meikle 
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Basses 
Ben Meade 
John Bradbury-Sharp 
 

Sopranos 
Julie Dodson  
Sammy Stoney  
Jan Gibbs 
Maggie Jackson 
Linda Meikle. 

 

Wellspring Gala Dinner  
 

I have decided that Knot Another Choir will not take up the offer to sing at 
The Crown Hotel because the organisers and hotel felt they could only 
accommodate 30 of us. As a community choir we would never choose a 
group to sing and exclude others, so I have cancelled our offer to perform. 
 
Also, they only wanted us to sing for just 15 minutes, we’d have to pay 
Craig and his accompanist the same amount for such a short gig, it just 
didn’t seem worth it with so few singing for such a short time.  I did 
explain our predicament to Kennie Cheung, the organisations fund raiser, 
she totally understood, I’ve made sure we remain on very good terms with 
them.  They would still like as many of the choir as we can to attend the 
Gala Dinner, I’m sure it’ll be a really lovely evening for such a wonderful 
cause. John and I already have a ticket and two other members of our choir  
will also be going, if anybody else wants to come to make up a table that 
would be fantastic. 
 

Newby Hall and Gardens 1st October at 1pm. 
 

I’m sure most of you are familiar with the very stunning Newby Hall. We’ve 
been asked to sing for their guests on the last day of opening of the season, 
on the lawns near the Garden Restaurant, which will be lovely especially if 
we got a beautiful autumnal day.  
 

We’ll do two full 45-minute sets for the visitors, with a 30-minute break 
between the two.  If the gardens are busy, as they often are, I’m sure we’ll 
get a very good audience, it’s a popular place. If we do a polished 
performance, it might become a regular gig for us as Newby Hall hold 
many events that would be a fantastic result.  
 



 

On the day when you arrive at Newby Hall, please show your Knot Another 
Choir lanyard at the entrance. We’ll need to be there at our singing spot at 
12-30 to give us time to set up and warm up. Dependant on the weather 
we’ll either wear all black or black and white, I’ll let you know which 
nearer the time. 
 

 
Bob Frendts Fire Engine Appeal. 

Knot Another Choir Fundraising Concert. 
October the 6th 2023. 

 
Bob is a Knaresborough man in his 70’s, he is a retired driver. He has been 
to the Ukraine on 8 different occasions with vital medical and educational 
aids. In May and June this year he arranged a live music event which raised 
nearly £2500 and collected many valuable donations including tents, 
sleeping bags etc. The money raised has gone towards buying water 
purification tablets, generators, and dryers to help after the floods from 
the Kakhovka Dam in Kherson.  
 
The local mayor of Volodymyr, which is close to the conflict zone, has 
asked Bob to source a fire engine to rescue trapped people from apartment 
blocks in the event of an attack. The blocks have just one staircase and 
with all the local fire engines being seconded, there is no other means of 
escape. Bobs ambition now is to raise £20,000 to buy a rescue fire engine 
and drive it the 1412 miles from Knaresborough to Volodymyr, that’s no 
mean feat for a man in his 70’s. 
 
When I saw about Bobs hard work and generous spirit, I was inspired to 
think that we, as a choir, could help him as we do so well with our charity 
fundraising. So we will do our usual style of concert at Trinity Church with 
a raffle, cake stall and refreshments served. I’ll need everybody to help 
though, with advertising and telling everybody the story about Bob.  I 
know many of you have friends in other choirs and could invite them along 
to attend this concert.  
 

Link to Bob's Just Giving page 
 
 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bobfrendt?utm_id=2&utm_term=Nj7PNQYpW


 

Knaresborough United Reformed Church Concert 9th December 
 
I’m delighted that we have been invited to sing at the URC Church, which is 
right next door to Trinity Church, it’s perfect for a concert as it has a 
fantastic tiered staging set up, which will be fantastic for us. We’ve never 
performed there before and the members of the URC are very excited to be 
able to put on a Knot Another Choir Concert. Please put this important date 
in your diary. 

 
Limerick Sings Festival  Thursday 6th - Monday 10th June 2024 

       

                                  
 

Craig and Declan will both be going to the festival with us.  
 
We are still waiting to hear from those of you who expressed an interest 
on the first Limerick survey but haven’t sent us your deposit yet or said 
that you still intend to join us. We would really like to have our final 
numbers now. The deposit is £50. There are a total of 63 of you who’ve 
paid deposits. The deadline for the deposits is 31st July 2023 
 
There are 48 of us signed up to go on the coach. There are also 15 of you 
making your own way to Limerick whether that be driving and ferry or 
flying and then hiring a car or travelling by train to Limerick .  
 

When John and I attended Limerick Sings 2023 we absolutely loved it! I’m 
sure those of you who are coming with us next year will l have a fabulous 
time too.  
 

If you really would like to go to Limerick but the expense is too much 
for you. We would be very happy to discuss ways in which we would be 
able to help you. Please email me at julie@knotanotherchoir.co.uk your 
correspondence will be treated with the utmost discretion. 
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Dates for your 2022/2023 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
 

❖ Saturday 22nd July end of term social celebrating 10 years of 

Knot Another Choir with BBQ supper and dancing with DJ, and 

bass choir member, Colin Hadley. 

❖ At Craigs request we will now return to choir on the 7th of 

September and not the 14th September. 

❖ **NEW Sunday October 1st Performance at Newby Hall, 2x45min 

sets starting at 1pm. 

❖ **NEW Friday October 6th Fundraising Concert at Trinity Church 

at 7pm. This is for funds for Bob Frendts fire engine to go to 

Volodymyr in the Ukraine.  

❖ November 11th The Parish Centre@Christ Church Preparation for 

Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm lunch from Tartufo. The cost will 

be £25 

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival. 

❖ **NEW December 9th 2023 Concert at Knaresborough United 

Reformed Church.  

❖ December 21st 2023 St Johns Parish Church Knaresborough 

Christmas Tree Festival Knot Another Choir in Concert. 

❖ March 3rd 2024 Please keep this day free as I’m busy planning 

another really exciting event TBC. 

❖ NEW 13th April 2024 We’ll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon 

Cathedral at 11-10 a.m. 

❖ NEW Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  
 

CHOIR PHOTO DIRECTORY 
 

There are lots of choir member names to remember and although the 
lanyards help, I, for one, find myself saying ‘you know…… the person with 

blond hair and glasses in altos’!       
 



 

So, we thought it would be a nice idea to create a ‘photo directory’ of the 
choir! This would be a booklet of people’s photos with their name 
underneath. Those who were in the choir during lockdown will remember 
that some people wrote excellent profiles about themselves in the 
newsletter, which were lovely to read, so perhaps we could add an 
optional couple of sentences about each person too. Hopefully this will 
help us all get to know each other even better, perhaps especially, people 
in different sections of the choir.  
 

We’ll aim to get this printed and ready for you during September, so for 
willing participants, we’ll start taking the photos on Thursday evenings 
and also at the BBQ.  
 

Say CHEESE!!!!  
 

Emma Higgins 
Committee Member. 
 
We are also planning to create a member’s directory on the members 
section of the website. Access to this will only be available to members. 
To comply with GDPR we are currently giving out forms for you to fill in 
to give us permission to use your details.  
Lots of you filled it in last night I hope the rest of you can do yours next 
Thursday.  
John. 

 

New Members 
If you know any tenors or basses who’d like to join us, please get 
them to contact us via the website in the section that says I want to 
join.  
 

Don’t forget we offer free places to 18-25 year olds. 
 

And Finally 
 

As Craig said: There’s not another Dec.  

 
 
 

Maria  
 


