
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 28, 8th September 2023 
 

Welcome back everyone on this very warm September evening! How good 
is it to be back amongst friends singing great music! The summer flew past 
and we are ready to hit the ground running. Craig has already given us 
running orders for the first couple of performances so have a look at those 
on the website particularly if, like me, a few of the words for Higher Love 
had mysteriously disappeared from memory over the summer! He is raising 
our game again with more new exciting music. 
 

“Do we want to get through it all this term?? ABSOLUTLEY!!” We like a 
challenge.  
 

And a huge welcome to Tom! Don’t worry Tom we all heard Craig 
promise you a microphone very soon! And he also promised we 
would be kind to you so we will be on our best behaviour at least 
until week 3!  
 

I smile: we began with a new gospel piece. “The Spirit of the delivery matches 
the gospel music”  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Smiles are infectious. Which of these made you smile the most? Imagine an 
audience watching us all really smiling, meaning everything we 
were singing. How infectious will that be? So, whenever we 
sing smile we have to act on it too and smile, smile, smile! 
Easier said than done but that’s what practice is for! And 
apparently, we need to raise our eyebrows when we smile: the 
higher the raise the bigger the smile!  
 



 

We began with the choruses 
• We are in harmony in the chorus 
• Really get the rhythms so that they don’t disappear between the 

smiles. Try just saying the words to get the rhythms. Watch the 
rehearsal recording to help with this.  

• Put in AND at the beginning of the first line but as a short “nd”  nd I 
smile.. it helps the beginning not to too glottal. 

• Line 3: while I smile needs a lot of emphasis 
• The last smile on the 2nd chorus – watch out for this. S-M-I-L-E: just 

touch the second note that is the high one.  
 

The Bridge 
• Sopranos and Altos are up the octave 
• Basses are down the octave  
• And in Craig’s words “The tenors can be wherever you want to be!”  
• The first “Smi……….le” is lengthened 
• Line 3: Bass sing smile first followed by tenors and altos then sopranos 
• A hint for the altos: your note on me (end line 2) is the same as your 

note for Smile (line 3)  
 

Pre-Chorus 
• Again, Craig went for the strong rhythms of these lines. Watch the 

recording to remind yourself how he used the analogy of throwing the 
heavy ball.  

 

Verse 1 in unison 
• Line 3 the final word NIGHT has two notes 
• Line 6 the final word ALRIGHT has two notes 

 

Verse 2 in unison 
• Line 4: mouth shape change for the word DAY. We’ve 

done this before where the mouth starts off spread like a 
smile then opens  

• Line 4: BLUE goes up 
• Line 6: think of taking a breath after IT’S but for learning purposes 

only.  This will help us get that short pause for emphasis. 
• Line 6: ALRIGHT this time has three notes.  

 

We got through so much of this new piece today and now it’s up to us to 
keep going over what we have learnt so that next week we can sing AND 
SMILE with confidence to continue to the end of the song!  
 



 

Well done everyone for such an enthusiastic beginning.  
 

Over to you Julie… 
 

Thanks Maria  
 

Thanks also for your continuing efforts with the bulletin and your 
comprehensive details of what has happened at the practice. The 
combination of Marias notes, the sound recordings, and the recording of 
each practice, gives everybody great opportunity to always be right up to 
scratch with our songs.  
 

Just to reiterate what Maria said, it was so good to see you all there last 
night, with the heat there were some exceedingly warm hugs to be had. 
Thanks to the group of you who turn up early each week to put out chairs 
after years of doing the chairs its lovely to arrive and they’ve been done.  
 

How fantastic to see Craig again with his effervescent enthusiasm and 
energy. Tom Renwick will be our new accompanist, he did very well last 
night, especially as it was his first night. I’m sure we are all joined in 
wishing Tom a massive welcome, on a permanent basis, to KnAC. 
 

Emma Higgins, committee member, gave out her Members Handbook 
which she has been very busy preparing for us, it’s very appealing and 
colourful.  I hope you enjoy it and find it useful.  We have also created a 
member’s directory on the members section of the website. Access to 
this will only be available to members. To comply with GDPR we are 
currently giving out forms for you to fill in to give us permission to use 
your details. Note: you can not appear in the website version until you 
have completed a GDPR form.  
 

We tried on the Regatta black jackets last night, which met with very 
positive approval, thanks everybody it wasn’t the ideal night to do a jacket 
try on. The choir are purchasing these for all members, they will have our 
Knot Another Choir logo machine embroidered on them. Everybody will 
get one, including our new members. I think they’ll be very useful 
especially as the weather gets cooler.  
 

Next week we’re very excited to be welcoming a new cohort of members, 5 
altos, 4 sopranos, 1 bass and 1 tenor.  Please show these newbies the 
warmth and friendliness our wonderful choir is known for, please offer 
them seats and help them in any way you can. 
As I mentioned before we do have space for a few more gentlemen, so if 
you’ve sons, husbands, neighbours or friends you know who are thinking 



 

of joining a choir do send them our way, but do it this week as we don’t 
take new members’ mid-term. 
   

Craig’s Great North Run 10th September 2023 
 

Just a quick mention Craig is doing the Great North Run, in aid of Cancer 
Research, this weekend, I’m sure we all wish him well, I know lots of you 
sponsored him when he first announced doing it, but if anybody would still 
like to sponsor Craig here is the link.  
 

https://greatnorthrun2023.enthuse.com/pf/craig-lees 
 

Issues with the members Section 
 

Some of you have been experiencing problems with the members section 
over the past few weeks. Hopefully all issues have now been resolved. 
 

Newby Hall and Gardens 1st October at 1pm. 
 

I’m sure most of you are familiar with the very stunning Newby Hall. We’ve 
been asked to sing for their guests on the last day of opening of the season, 
on the lawns near the Garden Restaurant, which will be fantastic especially 
if we get a beautiful autumnal day.  
 

We’ll do two full 45-minute sets for the visitors, with a 30-minute break 
between the two.  If the gardens are busy, as they often are, I’m sure we’ll 
get a very good audience, it’s a popular place. Also, if we do a polished 
performance, it might become a regular gig for us as they hold many 
events where we could sing, that would be a fantastic result.  
 

On the day, when you arrive at Newby Hall, please show your Knot 
Another Choir lanyard at the entrance. We’ll need to be there at our 
singing spot at 12-30pm to give us time to set up and warm up. You can 
arrive early to look round and stay after we’ve sung take a picnic perhaps? 
I’ll let you know what we’ll wear nearer the time. A survey will go out 
shortly so that you can sign up to sing at this concert. 
 

New members might find getting up to scratch with the songs in our 
repertoire quite difficult, but please wear your lanyard and you’ll be able 
to come and support us at this event so there’s no urgency with learning 
everything. 
 
 
 
 

https://greatnorthrun2023.enthuse.com/pf/craig-lees


 

Bob Frendts Fire Engine Appeal. 
Knot Another Choir Fundraising Concert. 

October the 6th 2023. 
 

Bob is a Knaresborough man in his 70’s, he is a retired lorry driver. He has 
been to the Ukraine on 8 different occasions with vital medical and 
educational aids. In May and June this year he arranged a live music event 
which raised nearly £2500 and collected many valuable donations 
including tents, sleeping bags etc. The money raised has gone towards 
buying water purification tablets, generators, and dryers to help after the 
floods from the Kakhovka Dam in Kherson.  
 

Recently the local mayor of Volodymyr, has asked Bob to source a fire 
engine to rescue trapped people from apartment blocks in the event of an 
attack. The blocks have just one staircase and with all the local fire engines 
being seconded, there is no other means of escape. Bobs ambition now is 
to raise £20,000 to buy a secondhand rescue fire engine and drive it the 
1412 miles from Knaresborough to Volodymyr, that’s no mean feat. 
 

When I saw about Bob’s hard work and generous spirit, I was inspired to 
think that we, as a choir, could help him as we do so well with our charity 
fundraising. So, we will do our usual animated concert at Trinity Church 
with a raffle, cake stall and refreshments served. I’ll need everybody to 
help though, with advertising and telling everybody the story about Bob.  I 
know many of you have friends in other choirs and could invite them along 
to attend this concert with all your help we can fill the church.  

Link to Bob's Just Giving page 
 
Help Needed. 
When we put on our own concerts there is always lots to do, your help 
would be much appreciated. 
1. Continuing to put up posters and broadcasting this event to everybody, 
telling the general public what it’s about sharing facebook posts etc. 
2. Meeters and greeters taking money and viewing tickets at the door. 
3. A couple of organisers bakers and helpers for a cake stall. 
4. Julie H will do a raffle, so we’ll need good prizes from businesses etc. 
5. Helping Julie Dodson running the refreshments stall in the Church Hall.  
6. Strong individuals will be needed to build the staging ready for our 
performance. 
7. Tidying up at the end of the night putting the staging away returning the 
church to its normal layout.  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bobfrendt?utm_id=2&utm_term=Nj7PNQYpW


 

Knaresborough United Reformed Church Concert 9th December 
 

I’m delighted that we have been invited to sing at the URC Church, which is 
right next door to Trinity Church, it’s perfect for a concert as it has a 
fantastic, tiered staging set up, which will be fantastic for us. We’ve never 
performed there before, and the members of the URC are very excited to 
be able to put on a Knot Another Choir Concert. Please put this important 
date in your diary. 

 
Limerick Sings Festival  Thursday 6th - Monday 10th June 2024 

       

                                  
 

Craig and Declan will both be going to the festival with us.  
 

We are delighted to have received deposits from you all now. We also have 
final numbers for those travelling on the bus. Attendance to the festival 
will be paid from choir funds. As you know we’ve done some excellent 
fundraising of late. 
 

There are 54 of us signed up to go on the coach. There are also 18 of you 
making your own way to Limerick, whether that be driving and ferry or 
flying and then hiring a car or travelling by train to Limerick from Dublin, 
Shannon or one of the other Irish airports.  
 

We don’t want to exclude our new members so they will be offered the 
chance to join us on our weekend, we have very limited space on the coach 
but there is still accommodation available at the university, so they may 
have to make their own way there. 
 

When John and I attended Limerick Sings 2023 we absolutely loved it! I’m 
sure those of you who are coming with us next year will l have a fabulous 
time too.  
 

If you really would like to go to Limerick but the expense is too much 
for you. We would be very happy to discuss ways in which we would be 
able to help you. Please email me at julie@knotanotherchoir.co.uk your 
correspondence will be treated with the utmost discretion. 
 

mailto:julie@knotanotherchoir.co.uk


 

Dates for your 2022/2023 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
❖ **NEW Sunday October 1st Performance at Newby Hall, 2x45min 

sets starting at 1pm. 

❖ **NEW Friday October 6th Fundraising Concert at Trinity Church 

at 7pm. This is for funds for Bob Frendts fire engine to go to 

Volodymyr in the Ukraine.  

❖ ** NEW Saturday 14th of October Choir Social at Trinity Church 

Hall.  We’ll have a quiz, karaoke and a raffle and delicious pizza, do 

invite your friends these social are fun evenings. 

❖ November 11th The Parish Centre @ Christ Church Preparation 

for Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm lunch from Tartufo. The cost 

will be £25. An important day to reinforce Christmas songs. 

Concessions available. 

❖ **NEW November 12th 9-45 a.m. and 12-00p.m. Performance at 

Living North Christmas Fair at York Racecourse.  

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival. 

❖ **NEW December 9th 2023 Concert at Knaresborough United 

Reformed Church.  

❖ December 21st 2023 St Johns Parish Church Knaresborough. 

“Its Good News!” Its Gospel, Its Knot Another Choir. We’ll be 

fundraising for The Variety Club Yorkshire with our guests The 

Dales Pop Choir and Freddy Cleary in support. 

❖ March 3rd 2024 Please keep this day free as I’m busy planning 

another really exciting event TBC. 

❖ NEW 13th April 2024 We’ll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon 

Cathedral at 11-10 a.m. 

❖ NEW Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  

 

 

 
 



 

And finally… 
 
 
 

 
 

 


