
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 30, 22nd September 2023 
 

Story time again! Craig told us the story of the worst kept secret: 
Gemma posting the idea that they would learn to dance for their 
first dance!  

Craig is planning something with the choir which is 
definitely top secret at the moment and he wouldn’t 
be drawn on it. However, Deep River must have 
something to do with it as we focused heavily on it.  
“Even though we are a community choir, that’s no 

reason why we can’t be brilliant. It’s these moments we practice that make all 
the difference.” 
 

So, keeping the top-secret event (which may happen) in mind, here are some 
notes from this rehearsal. 
 
Deep River 

• Keep the opening section 40% quieter 
• Tenors: the blend was superb; the level of restraint was 

amazing – but can we have just 10% more.  
• Bar 8: River: hold and shimmer with a bit of vibrato but not 

too much like Wobbly Jacob!  
• The vocal tract shape for ee in Deep: The rim of the tongue is against 

the teeth at the back of the mouth and the tip is lower. This gives the 
tone we are looking for. Use this idea in Steal Away too.  

• Cellos have a bigger resonating space than a violin. 
We can hear that difference. Our vocal tract can 
change the shape of our resonating space which we 
do in BAR 19 on LORD and BAR 20 on CROSS. 
Those words sound more powerful and rich.  

• Bar 22 / 23: GROUND in one breath 



 

• Bar 24: solo starts with Oh Don’t and we come in straight after that 
with Oh……. Go 

• Bar 25: we all start together on GO then  
o sopranos start a run of 5 notes;  
o altos come in a note later with a run of 4 notes;  
o Tenors: sing your high note that coincides with S and A high note 

of the bar strongly with confidence  
• Bar 30: 4 beat rest but remember to take a breath for the next bit 
• Bar 31: the waves in the difference rhythms in the different voices are 

important  
• Bar 31,32,33: Peace…Deep River – ALL IN ONE BREATH – you 

won’t die – No-one dies tonight!   
• Bar 43: A crotchet rest mean there’s time to have your dinner! DON’T 

JUMP IN TOO SOON!!! Don’t be that person but then come in strong 
with GROUND.  
o Sopranos note for ground is the same as the previous 

note. This voice part needs to be a bright sound with a 
Micky Mouse twang; nothing posh. 

o Altos need to be darker than the sopranos  
o Bass: dark and full  
o Tenors: This is high so the female tenors can support well here.  

• Bar 44: Sopranos: breathe just before bar 45 then ensure bar 45 / 46 
GROUND is on one breath with some vibrato at the end.  

• Bar 45: Altos: you can choose to go higher or stay low on the end of 
GROUND. Basses: stay where you are!  

• Bar 48: Basses: I want to come over .. home is higher not low 
• Bar 49: home: Watch Craig for closing to the 

mmmmmm on home.  
 
Press REMEMBER for all these small details that make the difference. Be 
certain of when to come in and when to hold a rest. DON’T BE THAT 
PERSON!  
 
And then we sang HIGHER LOVE  
 

• Stay insanely happy!!  
 
 
 
 



 

From previous rehearsals: 
Verse 1: Definitely 

• Lurv (with a downward vocal curve) not love  
• No “t” on the end of “it”  
• Be emotional on “look inside your heart – a bit of voice break 

here 
Verse 2: Musts 

• No “g” on the end of “turning” / “yearning”  
• Have a good time singing “and it’s real to me” but don’t be late 

coming in with “Ah..”  
Part Splits: 

• Not happening. Craig put these in but admitted “I might 
have made it worse for trying to change it.”  

Solo Vocalist entry: 
• Emulate the strength from the ending of Les Mis with  

“I will wait”  
• BARS 61;63; 65: We need to clean up these rhythms:  

o I WILL WAIT (syncopated)  
o TOO LATE (on the beat) 
o UNTIL THEN (quick)  

• Add in “the” before night long bar 68 
Ending 

• Adding an extra BRING ME A HIGHER LOVE at the end.  
• SOPRANOS: not as high as you think – or would like it to be!! 

 
A full-on rehearsal with so much achieved. Remembering the detail makes 
the difference between the choir being good and brilliant!  
 

Over to you Julie….. 
 

Thanks Maria that’s so much detail. 
 

Another busy lively hardworking practice, well done one and all, can I 
comment just how well Tom is doing accompanying us, thanks Tom. We 
welcomed another new member Graham to the tenors.  
 

We were selling our CD’s at practice and they went down a storm, it was a 
sell out, you seemed to be buying them as gifts and mementos for your 
friends and families which is brilliant! all monies raised will go back into 
choir funds. We’ll have more ready for you next week they are just £5 each. 
   



 

Julie Horsfield’s recipe book “Knot Another Cookbook” will also be ready 
to purchase on Thursday, they look lovely and will also make great 
Christmas presents they are £10 each.  
 

COMING SOON -Our next fundraising venture in time for Christmas. Watch 
this space! 
 
   

Newby Hall and Gardens 1st October at 1pm. 
 

Here are our two great sets of songs that we’ll sing.  
 

     Set One (45 mins):                                     Set Two (45 mins):  
 

     1. Higher Love                                             1. Symphony  
     2. Signed Sealed Delivered                      2. Hold back The River  
     3. Proud                                                         3. Hello  
     4. Fix You                                                      4. Running    
     5. Deep River                                               5. Something Inside So Strong  
     6. Steal Away                                               6. Simply The Best  
     7. Stand By Me                                            7. Total Praise  
     8. Don’t Stop Believing  
 
John and I went to Newby Hall to do a recce this week, it was so nice we 
had a measure up, a wander round and an excellent lunch in the restaurant 
afterwards. We’ve got a lovely spot to sing, we have cover, toilets and 
hopefully, on the day, we’ll have a good crowd watching us.  
 

If we do an exciting performance, it might become a regular gig for us as 
they hold many events there where we could sing, that would be a 
fantastic result.  
 

On Sunday 1st October, when you arrive at Newby Hall, please show your 
Knot Another Choir lanyard at the entrance and say you’re with the choir.  
 

We need to be there on the lawn by the Garden restaurant at 12-30pm. 
You can arrive early to look round or stay after we’ve sung or do both, 
there’s lots to see. You can wear any combination of black and white you 
like on the day, that applies to both men and women in the choir. 
 

I hope new members will come along, just wear your lanyard and say 
you’re with the choir, it would be nice for you to see us perform. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bob Frendts Fire Engine Appeal. 
Knot Another Choir Fundraising Concert. 

October the 6th 2023. 
 

Two great sets to sing.  
     Set One (45 mins):                                     Set Two (45 mins):  
 

     1. Higher Love                                             1. Symphony  
     2. Signed Sealed Delivered                      2. Hold back The River  
     3. Proud                                                         3. Stand By Me  
     4. Fix You                                                      4. Hello    
     5. Deep River                                               5. I Smile  
     6. Steal Away                                               6. Something Inside So Strong 
     7. Lovely Day                                               7. Simply The Best 
     8. Don’t Stop Believing                             8. Total Praise 
 

      In addition, we will sing One Day at some point in the evening. 
 

Bob is a Knaresborough man in his 70’s, he is a retired lorry driver. He has 
been to the Ukraine on 8 different occasions since the start of the war with 
vital medical and educational aids toys for the children and food.  
 

Recently the local mayor of Volodymyr, asked Bob to source a fire engine 
to rescue trapped people from apartment blocks in the event of an attack. 
The blocks have just one staircase and with all the local fire engines being 
seconded to the front, there is no other means of escape. Bobs ambition 
now is to raise £20,000 to buy a secondhand rescue fire engine and drive it 
the 1412 miles from Knaresborough to Volodymyr, that’s no mean feat. 
 

When I read about Bob’s hard work and generous spirit, I was inspired to 
think that we, as a choir, could help him as we do so well with our charity 
fundraising. So, we will do our concert at Trinity Church with a raffle the 
Knaresborough community have been very generous with this, we’ll do a 
cake stall and refreshments will be served. The lovely ladies of the 
Ukrainian community in Knaresborough will sell Ukrainian food, which 
will be a real treat. 
 

I’ll need everybody to help though, with advertising and telling everybody 
the story about Bob.  I know many of you have friends in other choirs and 
bands so please invite them along to attend this concert, if you all help 
with this we can fill the church and raise a nice amount of money for Bob. 
Here is the link to get tickets, just imagine how many we could get in the 
church if we all 119 members sold two or three tickets.  
 



 

This is the link to buy tickets https://fienta.com/knac 
  

Help Needed 
 

When we put on our own concerts there is always lots to do, your help 
would be much appreciated. 
 

1. Continuing to put up posters I’ll bring some more on Thursday and 
please broadcast this event to everybody, telling people what it’s all 
about sharing Facebook posts etc. 
 

2. Smiley people to be meeters and greeters taking money and viewing 
tickets at the door. 
 

3. We now have a couple of organisers Lynne Sharp, Emma James 
Morag Caunt for our cake stall. If you’re baking, you will either need 
to bring your cakes on Thursday evening or bring them early on 
Friday 6pm will be fine. 
 

4.  Julie H will do a raffle, perhaps you can help with selling tickets etc. 
we’ve managed to get together some great prizes from generous local 
businesses we still need more though. 
 

5. Helping Julie Dodson run the refreshments stall in the Church Hall 
once again tell her you’d like to help.  
 

6. Strong individuals will be needed to build the staging ready for our 
performance, please would those who’ve done this before let John 
know you’ll help you’d need to be in church for 5-30 to do this. 
 

7. Tidying up at the end of the night, putting the staging away and 
returning the church to its normal layout.  
 

8. The main thing is we need you to sell, sell, sell tickets please. 
https://fienta.com/knac to raise as much money as we can for Bob and 
his wonderful appeal. (ALL monies made will go to Bob’s appeal) 

 

Survey 
 

The majority of you were very quick to fill in the survey thanks if the rest 
of you 30 or so would fill it in, then we’ll know just how many of you will 
attend the events.   

https://fienta.com/knac
https://fienta.com/knac


 

Dates for your 2022/2023 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
❖ **NEW Sunday October 1st Performance at Newby Hall, 2x45min 

sets starting at 1pm. 

❖ **NEW Friday October 6th Fundraising Concert at Trinity Church 

at 7pm. This is for funds for Bob Frendts fire engine to help the 

people of Volodymyr in the Ukraine.  

❖ ** NEW Saturday 14th of October Choir Social at Trinity Church 

Hall.  We’ll have a quiz, karaoke and a raffle, we’ll bring in delicious 

pizza from Tico Tico Knaresborough, do invite your friends as these 

social are such fun evenings. The cost will only be £10. 

❖ November 11th The Parish Centre @ Christ Church Preparation 

for Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm lunch from Tartufo. The cost 

will be £25. An important day to reinforce Christmas songs. 

Concessions available. 

❖ **NEW November 12th 9-45 a.m. and 12-00p.m. Performance at 

Living North Christmas Fair at York Racecourse.  

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival. 

❖ **NEW December 9th 2023 Concert at Knaresborough United 

Reformed Church.  

❖ December 21st 2023 St Johns Parish Church Knaresborough. 

“Its Good News!” Its Gospel, Its Knot Another Choir. We’ll be 

fundraising for The Variety Club of Yorkshire with our guests 

The Dales Pop Choir and Freddy Cleary in support. 

❖ **NEW March 3rd 2024 I’ve made an application to sing at the 

MACC that’s the Manchester Annual Choral Competition 

however applying doesn’t necessarily mean we are offered a 

place at this prestigious event. 

❖ 13th April 2024 We’ll sing at the Spring Fair at Ripon Cathedral 

at 11-10 a.m. 

❖  Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  



 

❖ ** NEW 1st August 2024 save the date please there’s no more 

information atm but you’ll want to be there. 
 

And finally… 
 

Craig said the community aspect of the choir gave us friendship but didn’t 
limit our ability to achieve brilliance.  
 

I thought this symbolised many aspects of what we are as a group!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria  
 

 


