
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 35, 27th October 2023 
 

Important Notice 
 

There will be a practice next week on Thursday November 2nd - 
there’s no holiday for KnAC as we have a lot to cover in the next 
weeks with Christmas performances coming up.  
 

There is a change of evening for practice the following week, we’ll 
be practicing on Wednesday 8th November NOT Thursday 9th. 
 

Most of Craig’s warmups usually achieve their intended goal of preparing us 
to sing. Today’s warm up took that a step further with a full body warm up 
and mental gymnastics “forwards, backwards, left, right, stand up, sit down. 
Now do the opposite of what you say….!”  
 

 
 
 

Thank you, Craig, for a fun beginning to another great rehearsal. 
 

Finding our sense of energy in singing comes from our bodies doing most 
of the work rather than just our voices:  

• standing with our head on top of our shoulders, not pushing 
forward;  

• shoulders down, not too far forward, not too far back;  
• knees loose;  
• standing with our weight on that sweet spot, not on our toes and not 

on our heels. 
 

This physical stance gives us the power in our voice and singing. 
 
 

 



 

Higher Love  
 

Craig used Higher Love for the vocal warm up and to put the “energy coming 
from our bodies” concept into practice particularly with the choir parts 
before the soloists. 
  

I will wait ……… to late ……. Until then ….. to cheer   the night along.  
 

A couple of reminders: 
• Bar 96: Stop moving and hands down on “thinking of” 
• RIGHT HANDS UP, FIST CLENCHED on the last word LOVE! If 

you put the wrong hand up, just stick with it!  
 

Merry Christmas Everyone 
We sang this last year but for any new members the ending is  
 

“Merry Christmas from Knaresborough!” 
 

Starting on the middle 8 from bar 34:  
All parts  

• From Bar 34: Everyone needs to focus on the consonants not the 
vowels in Shoo be doo wap 

• Shoulders to go up and down! Stay focused on singing 
but have fun at the same time. 

• Bar 42: We’re gonna have a party tonight – be happy! Have a bit of joy!  
•  Bar 47/48: watch how the rhythm changes for “all around 

me” 
•  Bar 50: again the rhythm changes on “it’s the season”.  
• Bar 52: Merry Christmas – put lots of pressure on the m 
• Bar 57: don’t forget the OH! on “Oh Merry Christmas everyone “ 
• Bar 62 to 71: Due to Julie’s delight at this part we will all turn sideways 

but look forwards at Craig  
• Bar 71: turn back to the front  

 

Basses:  
• Bar 34: you are on the same note until bar 37, when last note goes 

down. Know when this happens.  
• Bar 42: woah – a bit of a scoop please.  
• Bars 42,43,44:  2 beats on each of the notes  
• Bar 45: then three beats on first note   
• Bar 45:Breathe on the rest before “we’ll kiss…”  



 

• Bar 45: Stress the consonants on “we’ll kiss by candlelight.”  
• Bar 47: Like a double bass dm dm dm dm   
• Bar 48: breathe at the end of this bar 
• Bar 49: two beats rest between “fun and  dm” 
• Bars 53,54,55: basses have their own rhythm here  
• Bar 60,61: Ding dong ding – have the most fun!!! Have power on the -

ng sounds  
 

 
 
 
 

Tenors: 
• Bar 35: changes note mid bar. Aim to be sharp ie eyebrows to the 

ceiling!  
• 59: Ooooh : hold back a bit  

 

Altos: 
• Bar 43: notes on tonight are the same  
• Bar 45: watch the C  
• Bar 46: Kiss by candle light – by can are on the same note  
• Bar 67: standing – is in harmony with the sopranos.  

 

Sopranos 
• Bar 34 onwards all on one note – it can be very boring so 

stay focused but have fun at the same time. Know where 
you are and don’t miss the drop note in bar 37.  

• Bar 59: Ooooooh – Float like the angels you are!  
 

Over to you Julie….. 
 

Thanks Maria, 
 

We started on our Christmas song revision this week with Merry 
Christmas Everyone, many of you remembered the song but Craig gave us 
lots of great tips. You can listen to Johns recording and read Marias notes if 
you weren’t able to be there last night. 
 

I’m sure “I Smile” and “Lovely Day” are destined to become great 
performance numbers. Please listen to the recordings and sound files and 
read Maria’s notes too, then you’ll be ready to sing at York Racecourse and 
Ripon Cathedral.  
 
 



 

The Survey 
 

A few more of you have filled in the survey now so numbers have grown 
somewhat, here is the link to the SURVEY if you haven’t done it or would 
still like to add something. 
 

Our numbers have grown . 
 

The Workshop at Christ Church 11th November    82 
York Racecourse 12th November                                 58 
Ripon Cathedral 25th November                                  88 
Utd Reformed Church Knares  9th Dec                       88 
Newby Hall Church 17th December                             75 
St Johns Church Christmas Concert 21st Dec            94 
 
   

Our visit to Newby Hall The Church of Christ The Consoler Church 
 
 

John and I went over to Newby Hall to meet 
the Chairman of the parish council this week, 
to chat, plan and look at the church to 
measure up and think about where we’ll 
stand etc. There’ll be plenty of room for us all 
and we’ll have our own staging by then.  
 

The Church is absolutely stunning, it is a memorial to Frederick Vyner 
who, aged 23, was captured and murdered by brigands in Greece in 1870. 
His mother used the money collected for his ransom to commission British 
architect William Burges to design this church (built 1871-76) in the 
grounds of her home at Newby Hall, the acoustics will be fabulous for us to 
have a good sing.  
 

The plan so far is that there’ll be candlelight, mulled wine and a big tree. 
There’s plenty of parking near the church. There will be no charge for this 
event should your families and friends like to be there. The church, 
because it is not used on a regular basis, is cold so this is a first warning 
that you’ll need layers, we’ll wear black but layer up well. On this occasion 
your comfort should come before glamour.  

 

Christmas Workshop 11th November 
 

Workshops give us a very happy and sociable day with Craig and this year 
with Tom our accompanist. Our pre-Christmas workshop will give us all 
the opportunity to reinforce what we’ve learnt so far and to sing our 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfA3CFzuGTDbirA7Oq5ZFt4RUMAUoyi8vXIQxGNZIsUFHBYMw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

Christmas material from previous years. The day will get us all ready and 
in the mood for our Christmas performances.  
 

We have booked the rooms at The Parish Centre at Christ Church, 
Harrogate as this is a good space for us, also parking is readily available 
and free around there on a Saturday. Lunch is brought in from outside 
caterer Tartufo, who always do us proud, the committee will make hot 
drinks. If you’d like to help with this please speak to trustee Julie Dodson.   
 

The workshop runs from 11am until 4pm with an hour for lunch. The cost, 

including lunch, is £25. Here is a link to purchase your ticket. Link to buy 
Tickets Concessions are available. 
 

If you can be available before and after the workshop to help set up and 
tidy up that would be very much appreciated, there’s tables and chairs to 
move, bins to empty etc.  
 

If you would still like to come along and didn’t sign up on the survey, we 
always have room for more. 
 

The Knot Another Calendar 
 

This week we had the new calendars on sale, they are lovely, well done to 
Julie Horsfield for all the hard work she put in producing these. I hope we’ll 
have more sales next week, they are just £10 and will make an excellent 
Christmas present. 
 

Our CD’s and Cookbooks are still available too. 
 

The 2nd Harrogate Community Choir Festival 
 

I had an email from Jane Welford, who is the events coordinator for The 
Stray Notes Choir in Harrogate. Jane was very excited to tell me that they 
have secured a booking at The Royal Hall on Saturday 13th April for next 
year’s choir festival, they would love us to be part of the event again. 
 

The format will be similar to last year, with an evening concert at 7pm. 
They are hoping to be joined by 8 choirs and they would like each choir to 
perform for 15 minutes. They’d like all choirs to join together with the 
audience to sing together at the end of the concert. 
 

The Royal Hall is a larger venue and choirs will be allocated their own 

seating area, so we won’t have to play choir musical chairs this year        
This Festival gives us the opportunity to see the work of other local choirs 

https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617
https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617


 

and an amazing opportunity to perform ourselves at the fabulous Royal 
Hall.  
 

York Racecourse Set List 
 

First Set List  
1. Higher Love 
2. Signed Sealed Delivered 
3. Proud 
4. Lovely Day 
5. Simply The Best 
6. Deep River 
7. Steal Away 
8. Winter Wonderland 
9. Don’t Stop Believing 

 

Second Set List  
1. Symphony 
2. Last Christmas 
3. Stand By Me 
4. Hello 
5. I Smile 
6. Something Inside So Strong 
7. Merry Christmas Everyone 
8. Total Praise 

 

Following on from a suggestion from Julie Horsfield John has created an 
audio version of the set list, this will give you a chance to go through the 
whole set list in one go. Currently its only as an “All Parts” version but John 
will continue to develop this.  

 
What’s On 

 

Craigs Contemporary Choir at The Conservatoire 
 

If you’ve never been to see Craigs Contemporary Choir at The Conservatoire 
you must come along on its such a fabulous evening of entertainment, it is 
on Thursday 7th of December at 7-30 p.m. This is the Link to buy Tickets. 
There was a slight problem with the website earlier in the week which some 
of you mentioned we reported this to Craig, this has now been fixed. 
 

-----ooOoo---- 
 
 

https://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/712-lc-contemporary-pop-choir/


 

Open Mic Night at The Worlds End Knaresborough. 
Halloween Special 29th October. 

 

This Sunday they are doing a special night for Halloween dressing up is 
optional, but it might be fun. All are welcome to perform and/or come and 
have some drinks and see what incredible talent there is in 
Knaresborough. There’s a brilliant PA system to make you sound your 
best, a house guitar, pro lighting, the lot. 
 

Sign up board is at the venue from 6-30 p.m.  
 

Sarah Boyle alto member and her brother organise these great evenings. 
 

Ben Meade (Bass and Committee member) has asked if we could kindly 
help his younger daughter Becka, she is in her final year of a Food Science 
degree at Reading University and is conducting a survey (see link below) 
relating to this - however she's struggling to reach the "older" 
demographic (she's had lots of responses within the 20 to 35 age range but 
not so many above that).  
 

LINK TO SURVEY 
 

Dates for your 2023/2024 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
 

❖ Thursday 9th November practice; due to another commitment, 

Craig has asked us if we can move this to Wednesday 8th 

November. 

❖ November 11th The Parish Centre @ Christ Church Preparation 

for Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm lunch from Tartufo. The cost 

will be £25. This is an important day to reinforce our Christmas 

songs. Concessions are available. Link to Tickets 

❖ November 12th 9-45 a.m. and 12-00p.m. Performance at Living 

North Christmas Fair at York Racecourse.  

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival. We 

will sing two sets the first at 10-40 to 11-10 and 12-40 to 1-10. 

❖ Craigs Contemporary Choir will perform on Thursday 7th of 

December at 7-30 p.m. Link to buy Tickets. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=xDv6T_zswEiQgPXkP_kOX1x-NaS6MFhMgx1erixISalUOVVEV01BOU1IM1NMRjM2RU4zVTlUMFgxOC4u&web=1&wdLOR=c66FF2F01-F115-417D-B43B-E2E9DF7BF559
https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617
https://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/712-lc-contemporary-pop-choir/


 

❖ **NEW December 8th 2023 Change of practice date from Thursday 

7th December to Friday 8th December. Sorry for any inconvenience.  

❖ December 9th 2023 Concert at Knaresborough United Reformed 

Church 7pm.  

❖ December 17th 2023 at 4-30 Candlelit Service at The Church of 

Christ The Consoler on the Newby Hall Estate. We’ll do a set of 

our own material then join the congregation in carol singing. 

❖ December 21st 2023 7p.m. St Johns Parish Church 

Knaresborough. “It’s Good News!” It’s Gospel, It’s Knot Another 

Choir. We’ll be fundraising for The Variety Club of Yorkshire 

joined by our guests The Dales Pop Choir and Freddie Cleary in 

support, what a night this’ll be. 

❖ March 3rd 2024 After last year’s success in Wharfedale I’ve made 

an application to sing at the MACC that’s the Manchester Annual 

Choral Competition, however applying doesn’t necessarily mean 

we are offered a place at this prestigious event. 

❖ April 13th 2024 Harrogate Community Choir Festival at The 

Royal Hall at 7pm.  

❖  Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  

❖ 1st August 2024 Craig and Gemma’s wedding day announced 

Knot Another Choir will be singing!!! The wedding will be at 

Allerton Castle Knaresborough. 
 

And finally…  
 

If the supermarkets can have mince pies on the shelves in October, it’s 
definitely not too early to sing Christmas songs, so make yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas Play List of our Christmas Songs to revise/learn for our up-
and-coming performances! Enjoy and have fun!  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
Maria  

 


