
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 36, 3rd November 
 

Important Notice 
 

There is a change of evening for practice this coming week, we’ll 
be practicing on Wednesday 8th November NOT Thursday 9th. 
 
 

Merry Christmas Everyone! 
So, which of these does your face 
portray when we sing this song? And 
can you keep up the SMILE all the 
way through!? We will sing this song 

many, many, many times over the coming weeks and every time we need to 
have HUGE ENTHUSIASM, SMILES, CHRISTMAS MAGIC, BEST DAY OF 
YOUR LIFE feeling!  
“Snow is falling, all around me; Children playing, having fun; time for 
parties and celebrations” 

 
This is the mood we want to have from beginning to the end; loads of energy, 
lots of smiles, a high level of commitment and focus makes it sound so much 
better. We will sing this with The Dales Community Choir on December 21st 
so let’s do it with total enthusiasm!!  
 

There are full notes for Merry Christmas Everyone in last week’s bulletin 
but Craig just added a few more to make it sparkle even more!  
 
 
 
 



 

Basses  
• Ding Dong Ding – concentrate on the d and ng sounds rather 

than the vowels. Make it a town crier sound  
• Sing out the phrases that come after dm dm dm “All night long” 

“Christmas songs”  “We love to hear”. Don’t let them catch you 
out. 

• Bar 20: Whoa you can accentuate the vowel here but not in a drunken 
way! 

Everyone  
• Bar 25: “we’ll kiss by candle light” make this staccato.  
• Bar 32: “what a nice way to spend the year!” Be careful with the rhythm  
• Bar 36: “shoo be doo wop” remember shoulders go up and 

down.  
• Final bar: “from Knaresborough!!!!” With total enthusiasm and power.  
• PRESS SAVE  

 

Craig gave us the amazing news that Knot Another Choir 
has been selected to perform at the Manchester Annual 
Choral Competition from recordings Julie and John sent in. 
We are a community choir but that doesn’t mean we aren’t 

professional in our performances and he wants us to present ourselves the 
best we can in front of some amazing choirs.  
As well as that, we are entering a Christmas Carol Competition 
(which he wants us to win of course) as the winning carol will be 
played on Classic FM. With this in mind our next song to rehearse 
was….. 
 

SILENT NIGHT  
• The score, lyrics and voice parts are on the website resources area.  
• The correction to the score on bar 11/12 is we will sing “afar” not 

“above”.  
 

All voice parts 
• It’s about watching Craig for the tempo and phrasing.  
• This one is in 3/4 time which is different to most of our songs  
• Craig may ask for more dynamics; sometimes 

slower; sometimes hold us on pause…. So watch 
Craig all the time   

• Make it light   
• This will be a Capella so to avoid going flat we need to be careful with 

the “ee” vowel.  



 

• Sleep; peace; Place your tongue up at the top of your mouth with the 
edge of your tongue against your top back teeth 

• heavenly: mouth needs to be open for the first vowel to keep it more 
relaxed  

• S at the end of peace; watch Craig as he closes off the s 
with his fingers together. The s is quick between a snake 
and an aggressive s.   

• t is on the end of words e.g. silent night but not too strongly  
 

Basses: 
• sing an octave down from the sopranos 

Altos 
• use the chest part of your voice as lower parts are better sung in the 

chest voice  
 

Learn the lyrics for the workshop day so we can concentrate on 
watching Craig.  
“You’ve impressed me! Before I didn’t feel you were quite there. There 
was pixie dust in the air. You were all watching me really well!”  
 

We finished with ….. 
 
SIGNED SEALED DELIVERED 
“This lives and dies on its rhythm. The song is so quick that the little bits are 
very important.” 
 
When we move Craig has requested more upper body movement involving 
the shoulders possibly in a swimming type action. 
             
       Like this ?                                     or this????                or maybe this????????? 

 
 
 

 

 
All voice parts: 

• Bar 6: too long – cry on LONG 
• Bar 8: still strong – cry on STRONG  
• Bar 7: wond’ring: come off very quickly and keep the rest after it.  
• Bar 15: now I’m back and n not ashamed to cry: n not and; n is held a 

little. Watch the rhythm. 
 



 

Basses and Tenors;  
• Bar 35: when I touch them em they mean nothing girl. Shorten them to 

em. 
Sopranos and Altos  

• Bar 34:. Ooh ooh ooh  make these shorter 
• Bar 35: glide up on ooh – spend longer on it.  
• Bar 43/44: my only desire – make this staccato  

 

Another great rehearsal concentrating on detail again to take us to a higher 
level in our performance. 
 

 Over to you Julie … 
 

Thanks Maria, 
This Week’s News 

 

After our success last year in Wensleydale, there was a desire to enter 
another choral competition. I did a lot of research to find a suitable 
competition for us, and after getting Craig’s opinion as to whether he 
thought we were good enough, I decided to apply for MACC (Manchester 
Annual Choral Competition), which attracts a high calibre of amateur 
choirs. 
 

Anyway, the exciting news came this week when I received the email I’d 
been waiting for from The Royal Northern College of Music, inviting us to 
sing at the MACC on the 3rd of March 2024. We immediately accepted the 
offer and paid the administration charge, so our place is definitely secured.  
 

The application took a lot of work trying to write an interesting piece 
about all the wonderful things we do so well, and what we have achieved 
as a choir under Craigs wonderful leadership, I told them about our future 
plans to take the choir to Limerick etc.  
 

For choirs taking part the competition is not solely focused on the winning 
choir - simply the satisfaction of having sung to a high standard and having 
the opportunity to experience and enjoy the diversity of performance from 
other amateur choirs. All choirs are given 10-12 minutes to sing, they can 
sing as many or as few songs they like in the time allotted.  
 

We are planning on hiring a coach to take us to Manchester on the day, if 
you want to take your own car or go by train that is up to you. The RNCM is 
just a short walk from the Manchester Piccadilly railway station.  
 
 
 



 

More Exciting News – Staging 
 

The staging we ordered last month is arriving on Monday, I’m sure you will 
all like it, we’ll even have barriers etc to stop us falling off and everyone will 
be able to see Craig. 
 

We have potentially found a man and a van who will, for 
a reasonable price, transport the staging to our indoor 
gigs and help us build it. At the end of the event he will 
return, pack it away and take it back to where it is stored. 
 

 Fire Engines make it to Volodymyr 
 

Bob Fendt’s journey to The Ukraine with his two fire 
engines has gone well.  He sent photos to show us the 
handing over of the engines to the Fire Service in 
Volodymyr. Volodymyr and Knaresborough, because of 
Bobs connection, have now been twinned, who knows, 
when the war is over, we might take Knot Another Choir to sing there.  
 

Thanks to those choir members who came to wave Bob and his entourage 
off last Friday, he was delighted to see a small group of us from Knot 
Another Choir at Aldi in Knaresborough.  We were there with Beatrice 
Hann, Ruth Moore, Robin Ingledew, Lynn Welsh, Pam Dawson and her 
grandson, thanks to you all for turning out and giving them a good cheer 
off. 
 

The Survey 
 

Once again our numbers grew. In light of the fact that we will do a 
recording of Silent Night for the Classic FM carol competition at our 
Workshop Day, you can still purchase a ticket for the day - LINK TO 
TICKETS. You can still book tickets even if you didn’t say you’d be coming 
initially on the survey. Please would everybody else purchase their 
ticket now too, as we’re only 8 days away. 
 

These are our numbers attending the various performances. 
 

The Workshop at Christ Church 11th November    83 
York Racecourse 12th November                                 59 
Ripon Cathedral 25th November                                  89 
Utd Reformed Church Knares  9th Dec                       89 
Newby Hall Church 17th December                             75 
St Johns Church Christmas Concert 21st Dec            95 

   

https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617
https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617
https://www.flickr.com/photos/joffley/4245692242
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

Christmas Workshop 11th November 
 

Our pre-Christmas workshop will give us all the opportunity to reinforce 
what we’ve learnt so far and to sing our Christmas material from previous 
years. The day will get us all ready and in the mood for our Christmas 
performances.  

 

We will also do a recording of Silent Night as we’re going to enter The 
Making Music Carol Competition, the winning five choirs are aired on 
Classic FM’s More Drive with presenter Margherita Taylor. Classic FM has 
around 5.7m listeners making it the biggest classical music station in the 
world. 
 

We have booked the rooms at The Parish Centre at Christ Church, 
Harrogate as this is a good space for us, the parking is readily available, 
and free around the area on a Saturday. Lunch is brought in from outside 
caterer Tartufo, who always do us proud, the committee will make hot 
drinks. If you’d like to help with this please speak to trustee Julie Dodson.   
 

The workshop runs from 11am until 4pm with an hour for lunch. The cost, 

including lunch, is £25. Here is a link to purchase your ticket. Link to buy 
Tickets Concessions are available. 
 

If you can be available before and after the workshop to help set up and 
tidy up that would be very much appreciated, there’s tables and chairs to 
move, bins to empty etc.  
 

If you would still like to come along and didn’t sign up on the survey, 
we always have room for more. 
 

York Racecourse Set List 12th November 
 

First Set List  
1. Higher Love 
2. Signed Sealed Delivered 
3. Proud 
4. Lovely Day 
5. Simply The Best 
6. Deep River 
7. Steal Away 
8. Winter Wonderland 
9. Don’t Stop Believing 

 
 

https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617
https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617


 

Second Set List  
1. Symphony 
2. Last Christmas 
3. Stand By Me 
4. Hello 
5. I Smile 
6. Something Inside So Strong 
7. Merry Christmas Everyone 
8. Total Praise 

 

Christmas Concerts 9th and 23rd December 
 

The tickets to our two Knaresborough Christmas concerts are now 
available.  
 

Tickets for the United Reformed Church 
concert on 9th December ARE AVAILABLE 
HERE 
 

Tickets for the Christmas Concert at St Johns 
on 21st December ARE AVAILABLE HERE – this 
event will be a sellout so to avoid 
disappointment be sure to get your tickets 
early. 

 
Festival of Christmas Carols 

Christ The Consoler  Newby Hall 17thDec. 
 

The service will take the form of seven lessons and 
carols by candlelight. We’ll be expected to give the 
carol singing some oomph to help the congregational 
singing I’ll make sure you’ve got the words. This will be 
a lovely start to Christmas in what is a stunning church. 
 

1st Carol – Once in Royal David’s City - which would be lovely if the first 
verse could be sung by a soloist from the choir at the back of the church 
next to the Christmas tree? Congregation join in from verse 2. 
Reading 
2nd Carol – O come all ye faithful 
Reading 
3rd Carol – Away in a manger 
Reading 
4th Carol – Silent Night will be sung by KnAC.   

https://fienta.com/urc-concert
https://fienta.com/urc-concert
https://fienta.com/goodnews


 

Reading 
5th Carol – While Shepherds watched. 
Reading 
6th Carol – We three Kings. 
Reading 
Prayer & Blessing 
7th Carol – Hark the herald angels sing 
 

Short break for mulled wine followed by a 20-minute set of Christmas 
songs sung by the Choir finishing with Merry Christmas Everyone? 
 

Note   Any willing soprano please message me if you’d like to sing the first 
verse solo of Once in Royal David City by the Christmas tree.   
  

The Knot Another Calendar 
 

The calendar is going well now, we’ve still plenty left, they’ll make fantastic 
presents.   
 

Our CD’s and Cookbooks are still available too. 
 

What’s On 
 

Craigs Contemporary Choir at The Conservatoire 
 

If you’ve never been to see Craigs Contemporary Choir at The 
Conservatoire you must come along. Its such a fabulous evening of 
entertainment, it is on Thursday 7th of December at 7-30 p.m. This is the 
Link to buy Tickets.  
 

-----ooOoo---- 
 
 

Open Mic Night at The Worlds End Knaresborough. 
 

Do get along its a great night especially if you have songs you’d like to sing 
as a soloist. Further information from alto Louise Boyle who organises 
these great nights. 
 

-----ooOoo---- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/712-lc-contemporary-pop-choir/


 

Christmas Spectacular 
 

Tom has invited us to this festive theatre show that he is 
directing. It runs between the 15th and 23rd of December 
at Yeadon Town Hall. 
 

Their brand-new production features a superb cast of 
singers and dancers, stunning costumes and enough 
festive cheer to make even the Grinch smile! Join the 
Magical Sleigh to the North Pole, meet Father Christmas and his team of 
elves, follow Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem and even meet Rudolf and his 
tap-dancing penguin friends! 
 

Expect to hear all your favourite Christmas songs, from pop tunes to 
classical and even choral numbers! This show is spectacular on all levels, 
and we can't wait to bring festive magic to the stage this December. 
 

If you’re looking for a family-friendly show that's full of Christmas spirit, 
the Yorkshire Christmas Spectacular should not be missed! 
Tickets £21, Concessions £19 Link to Tickets 
 

Dates for your 2023/2024 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
 

❖ Thursday 9th November there will be NO practice, we will have 

the practice on Wednesday 8th November. 

❖ November 11th The Parish Centre @ Christ Church Preparation 

for Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm lunch from Tartufo. The cost 

will be £25. This is an important day to reinforce our Christmas 

songs. Concessions are available. Link to Tickets 

❖ November 12th 9-45 a.m. and 12-00p.m. Performance at Living 

North Christmas Fair at York Racecourse. We get in for free to say 

thanks for singing, we also have complimentary passes, those of you 

who are singing at this event, to give to your family and friends. I’ll 

pop them on the desk as you arrive next Wednesday. 

❖ November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift Festival. We 

will sing two sets the first at 10-40 to 11-10 and 12-40 to 1-10. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/yeadontownhallve/christmas-spectacular/e-qzyxjd
https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617


 

❖ Craigs Contemporary Choir will perform on Thursday 7th of 

December at 7-30 p.m. Link to buy Tickets. 

❖ **NEW December 8th 2023 Change of practice date from Thursday 

7th December to Friday 8th December. Sorry for any inconvenience.  

❖ December 9th 2023 Concert at Knaresborough United Reformed 

Church 7pm. TICKETS HERE 

❖ December 17th 2023 at 4-30 Candlelit Service at The Church of 

Christ The Consoler on the Newby Hall Estate. There’ll be carols 

and readings then we’ll do a 20-minute set of our Christmas 

material. This is a free event. 

❖ December 21st 2023 7p.m. St Johns Parish Church 

Knaresborough. “It’s Good News!” It’s Gospel, It’s Knot Another 

Choir. We’ll be fundraising for The Variety Club of Yorkshire 

and will be joined by our guests The Dales Pop Choir and 

Freddie Cleary, what a night this’ll be. TICKETS HERE 

❖ **NEW March 3rd 2024 Our application to sing at the MACC that’s 

the Manchester Annual Choral Competition has been accepted 

we couldn’t be more delighted!!!!  

❖ April 13th 2024 Harrogate Community Choir Festival at The 

Royal Hall at 7pm.  

❖  Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  

❖ 1st August 2024 Craig and Gemma’s wedding day Knot Another 

Choir will be singing!!! The wedding will take place at Allerton 

Castle Knaresborough. 
 

And finally…  
 

 
                 Find 

 
  
                  
 

  
Maria  

 

https://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/712-lc-contemporary-pop-choir/
https://fienta.com/urc-concert
https://fienta.com/goodnews

