
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 37, 9th November 
 

A chilly start to our unusual Wednesday rehearsal required a good warm 
up. However, the thought of improvising a line on your own was enough to 
raise the temperature in the room!  
 

Craig had brought Signed, Sealed, Delivered up to another level last week 
and this week he wanted to do the same with FIX YOU.  
 

We all know breathing supports our singing, but Craig emphasized the 
importance of correct breathing especially when we need to sing quietly, to 
enable the vocal folds to come together fully and create a good sound. 
 

“We use breath like a river. Put your hands on your hips, 
find your hip bones and breathe into your hands. Then 
breathe out slowly squeezing the air out like a tube of 
toothpaste. It’s easier to sing through the phrases and 

hold the long notes.”  
 

FIX YOU notes  
Everyone 

• Bar 12-16: in unison 

• Bar 16-18: harmony 

• Bar 26: oo on you – make it more “Downton Abbey” 

sound. Its better resonating in the mouth. No Nasal 

resonance please!  

• Bar 34: “JUST” grasp this word  

• When the piano plays on its own, we stand and focus, don’t move  
Tenors  

• Bar 17: tenors drop your jaw on second higher note of WASTE and 

again on WORSE  

 

 



 

Basses:  
• Bar 12-16: we want resonance but not volume 

 

“It’s hard remembering everything. Remember 2/3 and good will 
become excellent!”  
 

LAST CHRISTMAS notes 
For the choruses (except the last one) Craig would like us to  

 
 

+                                  +       =    
 

click our fingers, at the same time side step and smile 
inanely to give a wonderful feeling of fun to the opening 
chorus of the song……… the confidence Craig has in a mass of 
people being able to do this, in time, is heart-warming! He 
suggests we practice in front of a mirror.  
 

Everyone 
• Bar 17: twice shy – sound shy, use a glissando, glide off it  
• Bar 18: back to a quick rhythm 
• Bar 19: but you = b’choo 
• Bar 19: me eye = SMILE 
• Bar 20: Tell me baby: wake up everyone and get their attention.  
• Bar 22: It’s been a year … = CROON  
• Bar 24: Merry Christmas = Soooooo Happy turn it up to  11 at “Silly 

happy”  
 

 
 

Bar 22 moving to Bar 24 
 

• Bar 43: Soul Soul, Soul = that choral frying pan has to come out  
 

All but sopranos 
o Bar 57 … Shu-du wah: Extra ‘S’ on each Shu 
o Quick breath after wah 
o No breath between wah and oh  

 

Tenors and Basses  
• Bottom of page 5:  

o really smile on THIS YEAR to stop going flat  
o No breath before GIVE IT TO SOMEONE SPECIAL  



 

Saturday’s Workshop 
This will be a really great day of singing and spending time together.  
We are going to record Silent Night for the Christmas Carol Competition and 
spend time on all our Christmas Repetoire.  
 

Winter Wonderland: Sopranos and Altos are split into 1s and 2s. Listen to 
the tracks and look at the scores beforehand.  
 

One More Sleep will be a new Christmas number so listen to that too if you 
can – don’t forget to print out the score and bring it with you. 
 

Carol of the Bells continued to have mixed reviews although Tom seems all 
set to play it! Yeah!!!  
 

Over to you Julie…. 
 

Thanks Maria, 
News 

 

We received news last week, from The Royal Northern College of Music, 
that we’ve been accepted to compete at MACC on Sunday the 3rd of March 
2024. We’ve graciously accepted the place and paid an administration fee. 
 

For choirs taking part the competition is not solely focused on the winning 
choir - simply the satisfaction of having sung to a high standard and having 
the opportunity to experience and enjoy seeing the diversity of 
performance from other amateur choirs. All choirs are given 10-12 
minutes to sing, we’ll sing as many or as few songs we can in the allotted 
time.  
 

We will hire a coach to take us to Manchester. If you want to take your own 
car or go by train that is up to you, just so long as you’re there on time to 
meet the rest of us lol. The RNCM is just a short walk from Manchester 
Piccadilly railway station.  
 

The Survey 
 

A few more of you bought tickets to the workshop this is the LINK TO 
TICKETS. You can still book tickets even if you didn’t initially say you’d be 
coming.  
 

These are our numbers attending the various performances. 
 

The Workshop at Christ Church 11th November    86 
York Racecourse 12th November                                 59 
Ripon Cathedral 25th November                                  89 

https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617
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Utd Reformed Church Knares  9th Dec                       89 
Newby Hall Church 17th December                             75 
St Johns Church Christmas Concert 21st Dec            95 
 

Thanks-----It has been noted and it is very much appreciated that many of 
you who are at the workshop on Saturday are also at the Christmas Fair on 
Sunday. Your commitment and enthusiasm for the choir is very 
commendable.  
   

Christmas Workshop Saturday 11th November 
 

Workshop day on Saturday will get us prepared for our Christmas 
performances, we have been very lucky this year and have been able to 
arrange a good variety of performances at Christmas Fairs and Churches 
both local and out of town.  

 

We will be doing a recording of Silent Night as we’re going to enter The 
Making Music Christmas Carol Competition; the winning five choirs will be 
aired on Classic FM’s More Drive with presenter Margherita Taylor. Classic 
FM has around 5.7m listeners making it the biggest classical music station 
in the world. 
 

We have booked the rooms at The Parish Centre at Christ Church, 
Harrogate for Saturday as this is a good space for us with great facilities, 
parking is readily available and its free around the area on a Saturday. 
Lunch is being brought in from outside caterer Tartufo, who always do us 
proud, the committee will make hot drinks at lunchtime. If you’d like to 
help in the kitchen, please offer your services to trustee Julie Dodson.   
 

The workshop runs from 11am until 4pm with an hour for lunch. The cost, 

including lunch, is £25. Here is a link to purchase your ticket. Link to buy 
Tickets Concessions are available. 
 

If you can be there for 10-15 a.m. and are prepared to help, your help will 
be appreciated and invaluable, setting up tables and chairs etc is made 
much easier with a group of us helping, otherwise please just be there in 
good time for a prompt start at 11-00 a.m. At the end of the day there’ll be 
tables and chairs to stack away, bins to empty etc etc, once again your help 
would be much appreciated, thanks in anticipation.  
 

If you would still like to come along and didn’t sign up on the survey, 
we have room for more of you. 
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Living North Christmas Fair York Racecourse Set List  
Sunday 12th November 

 

Directions ------Drive to the Marble entrance that’s YO23 1EX where you’ll 
be able to park, then walk through to the Ebor Entrance. We are singing at 
9-45 a.m. Please be at the entrance to Ebor by 9-30.  
 

The team on the doors will direct you. This is a very busy event, we will be 
singing to the visitors as they queue to go into the Christmas Fair.  
 

The forecast for Sunday is ok in the morning but please wrap up in all 
black, make sure it’s something warm, cosy scarves, gloves, hats and 
thermal underwear will be perfect. Once you get singing and dancing you 
won’t feel cold anyway.  Don’t forget you have free entry to the show 
and I’m told its fantastic.  
 

We’ll do our second set at 12pm so be in the same spot in good time.  
 

First Set List  
1. Higher Love 
2. Signed Sealed Delivered 
3. Proud 
4. Lovely Day 
5. Simply The Best 
6. Deep River 
7. Steal Away 
8. Winter Wonderland 
9. Don’t Stop Believing 

 

Second Set List  
1. Symphony 
2. Last Christmas 
3. Stand By Me 
4. Hello 
5. I Smile 
6. Something Inside So Strong 
7. Merry Christmas Everyone 
8. Total Praise 

 

Christmas Concerts Saturday 9th and Thursday 21st December. 
 

If you’re inviting your families, friends and supporters to see us please be 
prompt in getting your tickets as they are already going fast. These will 
both be lovely concerts and will be well attended. 
 



 

Tickets for the United Reformed Church 
concert on Saturday 9th December ARE 
AVAILABLE HERE 
 

Tickets for the Christmas Concert at St Johns 
on Thursday 21st December ARE AVAILABLE 
HERE – with two lots of supporters from two 
choirs this event will be a sellout so to avoid 
disappointment be sure to get your tickets early. 

 

For these two concerts we will be using our new staging, we will be 
looking for volunteers to help us build this. 
 

Festival of Christmas Carols 
Christ The Consoler  Newby Hall Sunday 17thDec. 

 

This will be a beautiful service it will take the form of 
seven lessons and carols by candlelight. We’ll be 
expected to give the carol singing some oomph to help 
the congregational singing I’ll make sure you’ve got the 
words. This will be a lovely start to Christmas in what 
is a stunning church. 
 

1st Carol – Once in Royal David’s City, Verse 1, will be sung by Natalie 
Farrell, thanks Natalie for offering to do this. Congregation to join in from 
verse 2. 
Reading 
2nd Carol – O come all ye faithful 
Reading 
3rd Carol – Away in a manger 
Reading 
4th Carol – Silent Night will be sung by KnAC.   
Reading 
5th Carol – While Shepherds watched. 
Reading 
6th Carol – We three Kings. 
Reading 
Prayer & Blessing 
7th Carol – Hark the herald angels sing 
 

There will then be a short break for mulled wine, this will be followed by a 
20-minute set of Christmas songs sung by the Choir finishing with Merry 
Christmas Everyone? 
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New Members January 
 

We will be able to offer a few places in the choir in January, however, any 
potential members will need to know of the high standards of learning and 
commitment expected in the choir. We can give concessions to those in the 
18 -30s age group. 
 

The Knot Another Calendar 
 

The calendars are going well now, they’ll make fantastic presents.   
 

Our CD’s and Cookbooks are still available too. 
 

What’s On 
 

Craigs Contemporary Choir at The Conservatoire 
 

If you’ve never been to see Craigs Contemporary Choir at The 
Conservatoire you must come along. It makes such a fantastic evening of 
entertainment, it is on Thursday 7th of December at 7-30 p.m. This is the 
Link to buy Tickets.  
 

-----ooOoo--= 
 

Christmas Spectacular 
 

Tom has invited us to this festive theatre show that he is 
directing. It runs between the 15th and 23rd of December 
at Yeadon Town Hall. 
 

Expect to hear all your favourite Christmas songs, from 
pop tunes to classical and even choral numbers! This 
show is spectacular on all levels, and we can't wait to 
bring festive magic to the stage this December. 
 

If you’re looking for a family-friendly show that's full of Christmas spirit, 
the Yorkshire Christmas Spectacular should not be missed! 
Tickets £21, Concessions £19 Link to Tickets 
 

Dates for your 2023/2024 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
❖ Saturday November 11th The Parish Centre @ Christ Church 

Preparation for Christmas 2 workshop. 11am-4pm lunch from 

https://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/712-lc-contemporary-pop-choir/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/yeadontownhallve/christmas-spectacular/e-qzyxjd


 

Tartufo. The cost will be £25. This is an important day to reinforce 

our Christmas songs. Concessions are available. Link to Tickets 

❖ Sunday November 12th 9-45 a.m. and 12-00p.m. Performance at 

Living North Christmas Fair at York Racecourse. We get in for free to 

say thanks for singing, we also have complimentary passes, those of 

you who are singing at this event, to give to your family and friends. 

I’ll pop them on the desk as you arrive next Wednesday. 

❖ Saturday November 25th 2023 Ripon Cathedral Food and Gift 

Festival. We will sing two sets the first at 10-40 to 11-10 and 12-40 

to 1-10. 

❖ Craigs Contemporary Choir will perform on Thursday 7th of 

December at 7-30 p.m. Link to buy Tickets. 

❖ **NEW Friday December 8th 2023 Change of practice date from 

Thursday 7th December to Friday 8th December. Sorry for any 

inconvenience.  

❖ Saturday December 9th 2023 Concert at Knaresborough United 

Reformed Church 7pm. TICKETS HERE 

❖ Sunday December 17th 2023 at 4-30 Candlelit Service at The 

Church of Christ The Consoler on the Newby Hall Estate. There’ll 

be carols and readings then we’ll do a 20-minute set of our 

Christmas material. This is a free event. 

❖ Thursday December 21st 2023 7p.m. St Johns Parish Church 

Knaresborough. “It’s Good News!” It’s Gospel, It’s Knot Another 

Choir. We’ll be fundraising for The Variety Club of Yorkshire 

and will be joined by our guests The Dales Pop Choir and 

Freddie Cleary, what a night this’ll be. TICKETS HERE. 

❖ **NEW Friday 26th January social evening for choir and guests 

quiz pizza and Karaoke. 

❖ **NEW Sunday March 3rd 2024 We will compete in the The 

Manchester Annual Choral Competition MACC at the Royal 

Northern College of Music. 

❖ Saturday April 13th 2024 Harrogate Community Choir Festival at 

The Royal Hall at 7pm.  

❖ **Saturday May 11th Spring Concert Trinity Church. 

https://fienta.com/christmas-preparation-workshop-73617
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❖  Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  

❖ Thursday 1st August 2024 Craig and Gemma’s wedding day Knot 

Another Choir will be singing!!! The wedding will take place at 

Allerton Castle Knaresborough. 
 

And finally…  
 

Remember, if you’re going to lie to Craig, do it convincingly!  
 
 

 
  
                  
 
 Maria  

 


