
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 40 1st December 2023 
 

 IMPORTANT ……DON’T FORGET PRACTICE THIS WEEK WILL BE ON 
FRIDAY THE 8th OF DECEMBER SAME TIME, SAME PLACE. 

 

 
 
 

This has to be one of my favourite warm up routines ever!! And it was 
needed on a cold evening!  
 

“Snow is falling, all around us!” Appropriate lyrics to 
begin the rehearsal having had the first dusting of snow 
this morning which managed to disrupt the usual flow 
of daily life. 
 

Be excited!!! It’s snowing!!  
Let this come through in your voice AND your face / body.  
 

ONE MORE SLEEP  
The 17th November bulletin has notes on One More Sleep and these 
supplement that.  
   

VERSE 1 
Sopranos: 

• Bars 5 and 7: Remember the rests 
SNOW …… IS FALLING ALL AROUND ME.   
MY BA …… BY’S COMING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS  

• Bar 14: Sop 2 Don’t lose your nerve. THE SECOND ooh ooh ooh  
REALLY ARE ON THE SAME NOTE.  

Altos: 
• BAR 9: NIGHT – Emphasise the diphthong a-ee in NIGHT.  

Tenors:  



 

• Bar 16: coz Ive got Male tenors can drop down the octave. Female 
tenors stay up the octave.  

BASSES: 
• BAR 16: COZ I’VE GOT – really quick and no crooning!  
• BAR 16: Craig’s score says 2 notes on GOT, going down. 

Altos Tenors Basses:  
• Bar 12: and I wait in bar 13 in harmony DON’T GO TO THE MELODY 
• Bars 14 and 15: Tenors and Basses: staccato on “but I’ve had as 

much as I can take.” Altos: quite bluesy  
 

CHORUS: 
 Tenors and Basses: all staccato  
Everyone:  

• Bar 17 and repeated: Five – keep it light to stop it going 
flat  

Sopranos:  
• Bar 33: SLEE……P make it more Frankie Valli  

 

VERSE 2: 
Sopranos:  

• Bar 42: last note on remember goes up as on the track not down as on 
the score  

• Bar 49: try.. hint to find the note –Come in sharp! It’s higher than you 
think  

 

ALTOS / TENORS / BASSES 
• BARS 42 and 43: ooh ooh – Think Frankie Valli. Watch Craig for him 

to bring you off. 
• BAR 75: remember the full bar rest  

EVERYONE: 
• BAR 45: STARING. IT’S STARING. REMEMBER THE WORD IS 

STARING AT THE WINDOW!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIDGE: Soloist sings through the bridge  
                    WELL DONE NATALIE F. !!! 
Everyone  

• BARS 77-79: BE AS BOMBASTIC AS POSSIBLE,  



 

DON’T HOLD BACK!!  
• BAR 79: oh– SING THIS OUT and not too choral 

SOPRANOS 
• BAR 90: on oh there are only two notes. It’s simpler than it looks. Craig 

will indicate the rise in note so watch him! 
 

FINAL CHORUS 
Sopranos are in charge with DO  Dododododo do…do….  
Bringing the train into the station with the other voice parts 
 

CAROL OF THE BELLS 
The messages from this piece were: 

• Give more energy! Craig is going mad conducting, and we need to copy 
his power. 

• Watch Craig for dynamics. Letter E starts quietly but still well-
articulated.  

• Watch Craig for the first beat – very important in EVERY 
bar particularly for the sopranos. Emphasise those 
words.  

• Last line: Merry Christmas Time – Sopranos drop your 
jaw for the last line.  

• Practice, practice, practice your words. It will be part of the URC 
concert very shortly!  

 

ONE DAY 
The messages from this piece were: 

• Drama, drama drama!!!!!  
• Don’t hold back in the sing. 
• Check words if you’re not totally sure. 
• Drama, drama, drama! 
• Crescendo through the first ONE 
• Focus on nnnnnnnn like a swarm of bees.  
• Drama, drama, drama. Put your whole body into it.  

 

Over to you Julie … 
 
Thanks Maria 
 

News 
 

Not a well-attended practice this week however those of you who were 
there worked hard. Thanks to the three girls who volunteered to sing the 



 

solo in One More Sleep just to give you all a mention Susan Rathmell 
Natalie Farrell and Elisha Rushton you were all wonderful Craig said 
Natalie should have a go at singing this as she hasn’t had a solo so far. 
 I’ve noticed that attendance is lower after a performance, perhaps you 

need a week off to rest??        Please would you let me know if you’re going 
to be away, just drop me an email.   
 

Would you all make a huge effort to be at next Fridays practice as it’s our 
concert at URC the following day and we want to give our very best for this 
and all our performances. When we miss practices little mistakes creep in, 
and people’s confidence is affected.  
 

In the New Year we’ll start planning for the MACC competition on March 
3rd and Craig would like 100% attendance especially in February and for 
the workshop on the 24th of February, when those who intend to take part 
will fine tune our competition pieces with Craig in readiness for the 
performance for the big competition day. 
 

Last night Craig worked to bring One More Sleep and Carol of The Bells up 
to scratch. If you weren’t at practice, please go over the recording and 
Marias notes to be very clear of the details of these two songs that we’ll 
perform in the coming weeks.  

 
Ripon Cathedral 

 

What a fabulous day we all had, the sun shone and we sang our hearts out, 
and wasn’t it lovely to see Declan. Thanks so much all of you for being 
there. The great news is that we’ve been invited to sing at next years 
Christmas Fair so you can pop it in your diary, it’ll be on the 23rd of 
November 2024 where we we’ll perform two sets again. 
 

1st December Limerick First Payment  
 

The first payment is due today, the 1st of December. The amount payable 
varies according to your travel and accommodation options. All the details 
as to what your payment should be are in the email we sent out to you on 
the 28th September and 17th November this year. Thanks to all of you who 
have already paid this.  
 

Christmas Concerts Saturday 9th and Thursday 21st December. 
 

Tickets for our December concerts are going really well so do get yours for 
your family as soon as you can. 



 

 
Tickets for the United Reformed Church concert on Saturday 
9th December ARE AVAILABLE HERE 

 
 

Tickets for the Christmas Concert at St Johns on Thursday 21st 
December ARE AVAILABLE HERE – with two lots of supporters 
from two brilliant choirs this event will be a sellout so to avoid 
disappointment be sure to get your tickets early. We’re three 
weeks off doing this concert but we’ve sold an amazing 75 
tickets already WOW!!  
 

Christmas Concert 7pm At Knaresborough United Reformed Church 
9th December. 
 

Please would you dress in your best black, add a touch of sparkle, jewellery 
etc for this Concert. We’ll do two sets with a break for refreshments etc, 
the church will be doing a cake stall. 
 

Here are the set lists for the two halves.  
 

Set 1 
• Higher Love 
• Steal Away 
• Deep River 
• Proud 
• Something Inside 
• Simply The Best 
• Signed Sealed Delivered 
• Fix You 
• Symphony 
• Stand By Me 
• One Day 

 
 

Set 2 
• Winter Wonderland 
• Silent Night 
• One More Sleep 
• Last Christmas 
• Don’t Stop Believing 
• Carol of the Bells 
• Hold Back the River 

https://fienta.com/urc-concert
https://fienta.com/goodnews


 

• Hello 
• How Will I know 
• Total Praise  
• Merry Christmas 

 

Festival of Christmas Carols 
Christ The Consoler  Newby Hall Sunday 17thDec more detail. 

 
 

John and I were at the Church yesterday, it now 
has a beautiful Christmas tree up, we were 
working out where the staging will go. Could we 
ask for those of you prepared to help with 
staging again to be there for 2pm and the rest of 
you to be there for 3pm so that we can get in 
positions and have a sound check. We’ll be 
expected to give the carol singing some volume to add to the 
congregational singing. On this occasion we won’t enforce the no words or 
scores rule for the carol singing. This will be a lovely start to the Christmas 
period in what is a magnificent, but cold church so please wear your 
jackets over warm black clothes, black gloves, scarves and hats will all help 
you keep warm. 
 

1st Carol – Once in Royal David’s City, Verse 1, will be sung by Natalie 
Farrell, thanks Natalie for offering to do this. Congregation to join in from 
verse 2. 
 

Reading 
 

2nd Carol – O come all ye faithful 
 

Reading 
 

3rd Carol – Away in a manger 
 

Reading 
 

4th Carol – Silent Night will be sung by KnAC   
 

Reading 
 

5th Carol – While Shepherds watched. 
 

Reading 
 

6th Carol – We three Kings. 
 



 

Reading 
 

Prayer & Blessing 
7th Carol – Hark the herald angels sing 
 

There will then be a short break for mulled wine, this will be followed by 
us singing a short set, we’ll sing: 
 

Set List   
You’ll find this set of songs in order in the member’s section. 
 

• Last Christmas 
• Winter Wonderland 
• Steal Away 
• Deep River 
• One More Sleep 
• Merry Christmas 

 
Dress Code 
As it’s a daytime event please would you wear your new jackets for this 
event with warm clothing underneath you can wear anything to help keep 
you warm so long as its black.  
   

Staging Volunteers 
 

I’m very grateful to those of you who’ve already volunteered to help 
next weekend to build staging at The United Reformed Church that’s 
next door to Trinity please would you arrive at 2pm at the church to 
build the stage. If there’s a good group of us it shouldn’t take us long 
to do it, it isn’t particularly heavy so this can be a job for anybody. So, 
if you’re able to do this first build, please drop me a note so that I 
know I have plenty of you the more the merrier.   
 

What’s On 
 

Craig has his Contemporary Choir Concert and Tom his Yeadon 
Christmas Spectacular – details and links to both of these on here. 

Craigs Contemporary Choir at The Conservatoire 
 

If you’ve never been to see Craigs Contemporary Choir at The 
Conservatoire you must come along its always moving to see such talented 
young people sing. It makes such a fantastic evening of entertainment; it is 
on Thursday 7th of December at 7-30 p.m.  
This is the Link to buy Tickets.  

https://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/712-lc-contemporary-pop-choir/


 

 
 

-----ooOoo--= 
 
 

Christmas Spectacular 
 

Tom has invited us to this festive theatre show that he is 
directing. It runs between the 15th and 23rd of December 
at Yeadon Town Hall. 
 

Expect to hear all your favourite Christmas songs, from 
pop tunes to classical and even choral numbers! This 
show is spectacular on all levels, and we can't wait to 
bring festive magic to the stage this December. 
 

If you’re looking for a family-friendly show that's full of Christmas spirit, 
this Yorkshire Christmas Spectacular should not be missed! 
Tickets £21, Concessions £19 Link to Tickets 
 
 

Friend of the choir, Rory Hoy, has been hard at work and has sent us this 
lovely message. 
 
Hope you and yours are keeping well!  
 

My new single ‘Do U Want More’ is out today on Big Beat 
Sundays. With early support from the likes of Freddy Fresh, 
Fort Knox Five, Gramophone Soul, Quincy Jointz and airplay on 
BBC Radio, this funky breakbeat banger with its infectious 
vocals is sure to rock dancefloors around the world! 
 

Spotify 
https://open.spotify.com/album/3SzLr90xN2HVtsxfSjEzkD 
 

iTunes 
https://music.apple.com/us/album/do-u-want-more-single/1714892610 
 

All the very best and thanks as always for your support - Please pass on! 
 

Rory 
 

Dates for your 2023/2024 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/yeadontownhallve/christmas-spectacular/e-qzyxjd
https://open.spotify.com/album/3SzLr90xN2HVtsxfSjEzkD
https://music.apple.com/us/album/do-u-want-more-single/1714892610


 

 

❖ Craigs Contemporary Choir will perform on Thursday 7th of 

December at 7-30 p.m. Link to buy Tickets. 

❖ **NEW Friday December 8th 2023 Change of practice date from 

Thursday 7th December to Friday 8th December. Sorry for any 

inconvenience.  

❖ Saturday December 9th 2023 Concert at Knaresborough United 

Reformed Church 7pm. TICKETS HERE 

❖ Sunday December 17th 2023 at 4-30 Candlelit Service at The 

Church of Christ The Consoler on the Newby Hall Estate. There’ll 

be carols and readings then we’ll do a 20-minute set of our 

Christmas material. This is a free event. 

❖ Thursday December 21st 2023 7p.m. St Johns Parish Church 

Knaresborough. “It’s Good News!” It’s Gospel, It’s Knot Another 

Choir. We’ll be fundraising for The Variety Club of Yorkshire 

and will be joined by our guests The Dales Pop Choir and 

Freddie Cleary, what a night this’ll be. TICKETS HERE. 

❖ Thursday 11th January – start of new term. 

❖ **NEW Friday 26th January social evening for choir and guests 

quiz pizza and Karaoke. 

❖ **NEW Saturday 10th February Charity Concert at Trinity Church 

in aid of Asthma + British Lung UK in memory of Paul Horsfield. 

❖ **NEW Saturday 24th February at Chain Lane Community Hub 

Knaresborough we will have an all-day workshop for those of 

you taking part in the Manchester Annual Choral Competition.  

❖ Sunday March 3rd 2024 We will compete in the The Manchester 

Annual Choral Competition MACC at the Royal Northern College 

of Music. 

❖ Saturday April 13th 2024 Harrogate Community Choir Festival at 

The Royal Hall – more details to follow  

❖ **Saturday May 11th Spring Concert in aid of our Limerick Trip 

Trinity Church at 7pm. 

❖  Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  

https://www.leedsconservatoire.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/712-lc-contemporary-pop-choir/
https://fienta.com/urc-concert
https://fienta.com/goodnews


 

❖ Thursday 1st August 2024 Craig and Gemma’s wedding day Knot 

Another Choir will be singing!!! The wedding will take place at 

Allerton Castle Knaresborough. 

❖ Saturday 23rd November – Ripon Cathedral Christmas Fare 

And finally… 
 

 
 
 
What do you mean, that 
hamper wasn’t ours!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Maria  

 


