
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 41 10th December 2023 
 

It was strange meeting on a Friday evening to sing, but it was a 

very worthwhile rehearsal in readiness for our performance 

this weekend.   

Craig thanked the choir members who had helped out by singing with 
the RSM choir this last week (and who also offered their help in packing 
away) and also thanked those choir members who had been to the 
Contemporary Choir’s Concert on Thursday. As we know, it is important 
to have a full and appreciative audience, but really, we should be 
thanking the choir for demonstrating the commitment, joy and zeal for 
what they did! There are a good few lessons we could learn from them in 
terms of performing and giving our all – even when we have sung a 
particular song a million times!   

So, Craig ran through the set list for the concert this weekend, 
casually mentioning that the order may change depending how 
‘he read the room’.  

 

It was interesting to watch people as Craig asked whether we needed to  
sing through the different songs. The Basses were not as sure of 
‘Symphony’ as the Sopranos seemed to be (or at least said they 
were!), and the Sopranos definitely wanted to sing through 
‘Hello’, even though we had performed it in Ripon!   

We began singing ‘How Will I Know’, Craig highlighted three sections here 
for us to think about…                               
                                                                                             
1. He asked the Altos to sing the opening lines – ‘telling me your story’ – 

enjoying the words.                                                                                                                                                

2. In the bridge section Sopranos need to be a floaty, string section with 

lots of breath to continue the long notes before the key change. While the 



 

Tenors, Basses and Altos are being percussive, leaning in, for the 

repeating of ‘how will I, how will I know’.                                                                                                                                             

3. At the end,                                                                                                                                  

‘This love is strong..’ Craig asked us to look at the vowels in 

this line ( i   o  i  o )  and sing these in the centre of the vowel 

sound                                                                                       

…’why do I feel…’   using the top of the vowels here                                                                   
…’weak.’  Pouty bottom of the vowel sound.  This is difficult to translate 

into words, but watch Craig (a novel concept, I know) and he will be 
directing us with his hands and facially!                                                                                                                                  

And most importantly, the last word in this song is ‘we’ or ‘wee’ 
with no k  
 

Onto ‘One More Sleep’ Remember that the structure of this song is similar 
to ‘Signed Sealed, Delivered’ in that the second chorus in ‘Signed Sealed’ 
doesn’t have the extra ‘baby’ and in ‘One More Sleep’ the second verse 
doesn’t have the ‘oh, ooh uh oh’’!!  
 

‘Carol Of The Bells’ got a ‘good’ and a thumbs up from Craig, so we 
all shuffled our music to move on to the next song quickly, before 
the magic faded!   

‘Stand By Me’ got a ‘beautiful, really nice.’ From Craig. We were really 
motoring at this stage.                                                                                                                                            

Craig reminded us that the second verse at bar 32 ‘If the sky..’ begins in 
unison for everyone, before we break into our harmonies, and again ‘I 
won’t cry…’ at bar 40 is in unison for everyone.  When we sang it through 
again, the Basses were wonderful with their link of ‘whenever you’re in 
trouble.’ So fingers crossed for the performance.  

‘Hello’ received a ‘wow’ from our rather tired, broken MD. He 
has had a busy week (what’s new?) but he still stood before us 
with enthusiasm and excitement for songs he must have 
conducted a thousand times. We were asked to be confident in 

the ‘split’ in the second chorus.  

Finally, ‘Symphony’ found the Sop2’s huddled facing each 
other as they checked their harmony, and the Altos and 
Basses were asked to ‘belt out’ (a well-known singing term) 
‘I’m sorry if it’s all too much’ as verse 2 begins.   



 

And so, all the shaky bits were sorted, just like that!  

Just to let you know, Tom is playing for the concert this weekend, (but is 
then busy with his Christmas Spectacular at Yeadon Town Hall), so Gav is 
stepping in for Newby Hall, and Declan returning for the Concert on 21st 
Dec.  
 

Thanks Amanda 
 

News 
 

Firstly, a huge wow to you all for last night, even though it was the most 
horrible night, weather wise, you all arrived looking fabulous. We really 
can rock the sparkly look! You sang with great animation you all seemed so 
happy it was a really lovely night. 
 

A huge thank you to those of you who came to URC yesterday afternoon to 
help set up the staging for the first time, you were wonderful! The 
members of the church, who we’d arranged the concert with, had treated 
us so kindly and we were set up with what turned out to be an amazing 
sound system that the church had recently purchased.  When everybody 
arrived, the staging was set up with mikes and monitor speakers 
strategically placed, choir style.   
 

A huge thanks to Craig, who is always fantastic with an audience, he did 
read the room and did it perfectly. A huge thanks to Tom also for his 
wonderful playing. I could tell you all enjoyed the evening. A gentleman 
asked if he could join the choir, he will be invited to come for a trial in 
January.  
 

Thursday will be our last practice of the year, please feel free to wear 
something Christmassy if you want. Would you all make a special effort to 
be there as it’s our last practice before we have our last two Christmas 
performances and our break for Christmas.  
 

The donation boxes will be put out this week again if you weren’t at last 
weeks practice.  
 

In the New Year we’ll start planning for the MACC competition on March 
3rd and Craig would like 100% attendance especially in February and for 
the workshop on the 24th of February, when those who intend to take part 
will have the opportunity to fine tune our competition pieces with Craig in 
readiness for the performance for the big competition day. 
 



 

Festival of Christmas Carols 
Christ The Consoler  Newby Hall Sunday 17thDec more detail. 

 
 

Could we ask for those of you prepared to help 
with staging again to be there for 2pm and the 
rest of you to be there for 3pm. We’ll be expected 
to give the carol singing some volume to add to 
the congregational singing. This will be a lovely 
start to the Christmas period in what is a 
magnificent, but cold church so please wear your 
KnAC jackets over warm black clothes. 
 

1st Carol – Once in Royal David’s City, Verse 1, will be sung by Natalie 
Farrell, thanks Natalie for offering to do this. Congregation and choir to 
join in from verse 2. 
 

Reading 
 

2nd Carol – O come all ye Faithful 
 

Reading 
 

3rd Carol – Away in a manger 
 

Reading 
 

4th Carol – Silent Night will be sung by KnAC   
 

Reading 
 

5th Carol – While Shepherds watched. 
 

Reading 
 

6th Carol – We three Kings. 
 

Reading 
 

Prayer & Blessing 
7th Carol – Hark the herald angels sing 
 

There will then be a break for mulled wine, this will be followed by us 
singing a set of Christmas stuff, we’ll sing: 
 

Set List   
You’ll find this set of songs in order in the member’s section. 
 

• Last Christmas 



 

• Winter Wonderland 
• Steal Away 
• Deep River 
• One More Sleep 
• Merry Christmas 

 

Dress Code 
As this is a daytime event please would you wear your new jackets for this 
event with warm clothing underneath you can wear anything to help keep 
you warm so long as its black.  
 

Details regarding directions and parking will be in the next bulletin. 
   

Christmas Concert Saturday Thursday 21st December. 
 

Special Request - Please would you bring raffle prizes in to Julie Dodsworth 

especially wine and chocolates on Thursday. 

 

This is the programme for the evening.  
 

KnAC (30 minutes): 

1. Higher Love 

2. Signed Sealed Delivered 

3. Proud 

4. Steal Away 

5. Fix You 

6. I Smile (with audience participation) 

7. Last Christmas 

  

FREDDIE CLEARY (30 minutes): 

  

INTERVAL (20 minutes): 

  

DALES COMMUNITY POP CHOIR (30 minutes): 

  

KnAC (30 minutes): 

1. Silent Night 

2. One More Sleep 

3. Carol of The Bells 

4. Winter Wonderland 

5. Total Praise (with DCPC) 

6. Merry Christmas Everyone (with DCPC)   
 

Over 100 online tickets have been sold already so do hurry and get yours 
before we sell out, we’re going to have an amazing evening. 

 



 

Tickets for the Christmas Concert at St Johns on Thursday 21st 
December ARE AVAILABLE HERE – with two lots of support 
from two brilliant choirs this event will be a sellout, so to avoid 
disappointment do get your tickets online.   
 

What’s On 
 

Tom’s Yeadon Christmas Spectacular – details and links to this are 
below. 

 

Christmas Spectacular 
 

Tom has invited us to this festive theatre show that he is 
directing. It runs between the 15th and 23rd of December 
at Yeadon Town Hall. 
 

Expect to hear all your favourite Christmas songs, from 
pop tunes to classical and even choral numbers! This 
show is spectacular on all levels, and we can't wait to 
bring festive magic to the stage this December. 
 

If you’re looking for a family-friendly show that's full of Christmas spirit, 
this Yorkshire Christmas Spectacular should not be missed! 
Tickets £21, Concessions £19 Link to Tickets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your 2023/2024 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
 

❖ Sunday December 17th 2023 at 4-30 Candlelit Service at The 

Church of Christ The Consoler on the Newby Hall Estate. There’ll 

be carols and readings then we’ll do a 20-minute set of our 

Christmas material. This is a free event but any of your friends 

and relations will need to get there early. 

❖ Thursday December 21st 2023 7p.m. St Johns Parish Church 

Knaresborough. “It’s Good News!” It’s Gospel, It’s Knot Another 

Choir. We’ll be fundraising for The Variety Club of Yorkshire 

https://fienta.com/goodnews
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/yeadontownhallve/christmas-spectacular/e-qzyxjd


 

and will be joined by our guests The Dales Pop Choir and 

Freddie Cleary, what a night this’ll be. TICKETS HERE. 

❖ Thursday 11th January 2024– start of new term. 

❖ Friday 26th January 2024 social evening for choir and guests 

quiz with Tico Toco pizza and Karaoke. We had to cancel our 

last social due to the poor response. The choir continues to need 

support on events like this so that we can continue to improve 

and develop things for the choir e.g. jackets, staging, 

transportation, concerts etc. 

❖ Saturday 10th February 2024 Charity Concert at Trinity Church 

in aid of Asthma + British Lung UK in memory of Paul Horsfield. 

❖ Saturday 24th February 2024 at Chain Lane Community Hub 

Knaresborough we will have an all-day workshop for those of 

you taking part in the Manchester Annual Choral Competition.  

❖ Sunday March 3rd 2024 We will compete in the The Manchester 

Annual Choral Competition MACC at the Royal Northern College 

of Music.  

❖ **** NEW We have been invited to sing at York Racecourse again 

at the York Live Show this will be on Sunday 24th March 2024. 

More details to follow, but for now put the date in your diary. 

❖ Saturday April 13th 2024 Harrogate Community Choir Festival at 

The Royal Hall. There will be a limit of 70 of us who can take 

part– more details to follow.  

❖ Saturday May 11th Spring Concert in aid of our Limerick Trip 

Trinity Church at 7pm. 

❖  Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  

❖ Thursday 1st August 2024 Craig and Gemma’s wedding day Knot 

Another Choir will be singing!!! The wedding will take place at 

Allerton Castle Knaresborough. 

❖ Saturday 23rd November – Ripon Cathedral Christmas Fare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fienta.com/goodnews


 

And finally… 
 

 

We saw this quote in amongst a wall of graffiti 
recently.   

It is true of art, and also of our singing. Enjoy the 
concert.  

 

 
 

Amanda  
 


