
 

        

 

BULLETIN No 42 15th December 2023 
 

Cakes, cakes, cakes! 
I managed to accost a good many of you before last 
night’s rehearsal, but for those of you that I missed 
… please can you bake for the concert next 

Thursday (21st Dec)? Some cakes will be for people to take home and some 
people will want something to eat during the interval, so tray bakes, 
individual cakes, mince pies, flapjacks, large cakes … the more the merrier 
… and the more money we can raise for ‘Variety The Children’s Charity of 
Great Britain’.  
 

So, onto last night’s rehearsal.                                                                                                                                   
It was lovely to see Gav at the keyboard. He will be playing for 
The Festival of Christmas Carols on Sunday (17th Dec) so we 
had a whistle stop tour of the set list, so that Gav could hear 
how wonderful we are!   
                                                                                                      

I hope he is ready for the changes in Running Order which 
will inevitably happen – even the Conservatoire Choir were 
caught out in their latest concert, when the third song 
wasn’t the one they were expecting!  

Last Christmas got a “Great job!” from Craig, with a few comments for us 
to take on board,                               
1. Finger clicks start before we sing and continue until the 
word ‘special’                                                     
2. In the chorus, we are asked to soften the vowels in the 
middle but keep the consonants angular at the end/edges. (Watch the 
recording of the rehearsal!)                                                                                                                                         

3. Tenors please leave the harmony line until after the key change. 
“Then people will say that we definitely should have won!”  



 

Winter Wonderland                                                                                                                                                   
1. A major change to the start of this – everyone is now beginning with 

the Do do’s – and then splitting into the harmony parts. 

2. Listen to this song before Sunday. Gav’s rendition is lovely but 

different, so don’t be put off by it, and don’t be tempted to stop and listen 

to it!  

3. Reacquaint yourselves with some of the words. Craig mentioned, 

luxuriating through ‘sleigh bells ring’ and marvelling at how lovely 

‘list’ning’ and ‘beautiful’ are to sing.  
 

Deep River 

Steal Away 

One More Sleep all received, “Beautiful!  Great stuff.” from Craig.         

                                               

(Is it mean to mention that it was Craig this time who added the 
extra ‘oh,ooh,uh,oh’? if it is, I won’t mention it!)   

 
Merry Christmas Everyone “Very nice.”  
Silent Night On the 21st, this is the carol to start the second half. It is 
’flipping the script’ from the upbeat start we usually make. It is a definite                                                                           

Watch Craig, Watch Craig                                                                         
moment, as we try not to offend Gav (with his perfect pitch) 
by going flat on the last line. Craig’ s suggestion is to think 
sharp and aim bright to prevent this happening.  
 

(In case you hadn’t heard. We were robbed again!! The amazing 
recording we sent in of Silent Night didn’t receive the recognition we all 
feel it should have! Never mind! It is the Making Music Carol 
Competition’s loss! Not bitter! Not bitter!) 
 

One Day is replacing I Smile on the 21st.                                                                                                              
We had a sing through of I Smile but it is not quite repertoire ready. 
Everyone is asked to listen to it and learn their part, over the 
Christmas holiday, so that it can be included in the New Year. 

Which camp were you in last Saturday when Craig had missed out ‘Carol 
of the Bells’? (He said that he remembered it halfway through Merry 
Christmas. He did a great job of convincing everyone that he had done it 
on purpose.) Some people were very relieved that we wouldn’t be singing 
it, whereas a couple of people really wanted to sing it! Have a listen on 



 

the recording – it sounds really good! Keep listening to your part; it is 
part of the set list on the 21st.  

Keep an eye on the website for a new song. This is another one to listen to 
over Christmas. There is a score but remember that the audio is king!  

Ax  

Thanks Amanda 

News 
 

Another quiet night at choir with some attending Christmas work events 
and others unwell with seasonal coughs and colds, I’m looking forward to 
seeing the room full again next term.  
 

Many thanks to all our members for your amazing contributions to Craig 
and Tom’s Christmas gift. I’m sure they will really appreciate your 
generosity.  
 

The concert on the 9th at the URC was a great success, the audience really 
enjoyed it. It was the first time we had used our new staging, and it was 
magnificent – many thanks to everyone who helped with the construction 
of it.  The elders of the church were very happy with our performance; 
Here is a letter of thanks from Bobby Grieve at Knaresborough URC :- 
 

Good evening Julie, just a quick note to advise you that your £450 for online 
ticket sales has been received and we thank you again for all your hard work on 
our behalf. 
 

Along with your £450 plus the money taken at the door and the cake stall, the 
total for the evening was a great £873.50 
 

As a recommendation we would like to donate £173.50 to your funds and that 
would allow us to send £350 to both Foodbank and Resurrection Bites. 
 

If you agree with this recommendation, could you please send me your bank 
account details and I shall arrange for the transfer. 
 

Many thanks again for a great night. 
 

Love and best wishes 
 

Bobby  
 

In the New Year we’ll start planning for the MACC (Manchester Annual 
Choral Competition) on March 3rd and Craig would like 100% attendance, 
especially in February and for the workshop of course on the 24th of 
February, when those of you who intend to take part will have the 



 

opportunity to fine tune our competition pieces with Craig in readiness for 
the performance for the big competition day. 
 

This week we were lucky enough to get this lovely piece in the Harrogate 
Advertiser. This was written by committee member Emma Higgins, thanks 
so much Emma. 

The wonderful Knot Another Choir is set to fly the 

flag for Knaresborough at the highest level 
A Knaresborough choir that flies the flag for the town but remains an ‘unsung 
hero’ is looking forward to a busy festive season. 

Knot Another Choir, which is to represent Knaresborough at the prestigious and international 

Manchester Annual Choral Competition next year, is full of hard-working individuals who support the 

community and entertain at many functions and concerts. 

After recently performing at the Christmas Food and Gift Fair at Ripon Cathedral and the Living North 

Christmas Fair at York Racecourse, the talented group of Knaresborough singers is preparing for the 

following events:  

 

Saturday, December 9: Concert at Knaresborough United Reformed Church, 7pm. 

Sunday, December 17: Candlelit Service at The Church of Christ the Consoler on the Newby Hall 

Estate, 4.30pm. This free event will feature carols and readings then the Knot Another Choir 

will be doing a 20-minute set of their Christmas material. 

Thursday December 21: St John’s Parish Church Knaresborough, 7pm. 

Called It’s Good News! It’s Gospel, It’s Knot Another Choir, this will be a fundraising event for 

The Variety Club of Yorkshire. Knot Another Choir will be joined by guests The Dales Pop Choir 

and Freddie Cleary. 

Saturday, February 10, 2024: A Charity Concert at Trinity Church, Knaresborough in aid 

of Asthma + British Lung UK. 

Sunday, March 3, 2024: The Manchester Annual Choral Competition at the Royal Northern 

College of Music. 

 

Knot Another Choir is now taking more bookings for 2024. 

If you would it to perform at your event, email admin@knotanotherchoir.co.uk 

More information at: https://www.knotanotherchoir.co.uk/ 

 
 

 
 

https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/topic/york-racecourse
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/topic/asthma
https://www.knotanotherchoir.co.uk/


 

Festival of Christmas Carols 
Christ The Consoler  Newby Hall Sunday 17thDec more detail. 

 
 

Could we ask for those of you prepared to help 
with staging again to be there for 2pm and the 
rest of you to be there for 3pm. We’ll be expected 
to give the carol singing some volume to add to 
the congregational singing. This will be a lovely 
start to the Christmas period in what is a 
magnificent, but cold church so please wear your 
KnAC jackets over warm black clothes. 
 

1st Carol – Once in Royal David’s City, Verse 1, will be sung by Natalie 
Farrell, thanks Natalie for offering to do this. Congregation and choir to 
join in from verse 2. 
 

Reading 
 

2nd Carol – O come all ye Faithful 
 

Reading 
 

3rd Carol – Away in a manger 
 

Reading 
 

4th Carol – Silent Night will be sung by KnAC   
 

Reading 
 

5th Carol – While Shepherds Watched. 
 

Reading 
 

6th Carol – We Three Kings. 
 

Reading 
 

Prayer & Blessing 
7th Carol – Hark the herald angels sing 
 

There will then be a break for mulled wine, this will be followed by us 
singing a set of Christmas material, on this occasion we’ll sing: 
 

Set List   
You’ll find this set of songs in order in the member’s section. 
 

• Last Christmas 



 

• Winter Wonderland 
• Steal Away 
• Deep River 
• One More Sleep 
• Merry Christmas 

 

Dress Code 
As this is a daytime event, please would you wear your new jackets for this 
event with warm clothing underneath you can wear anything to help keep 
you warm so long as its black.  
 

Directions 
If coming from Ripon on the B6265, follow the signposts to Newby Hall, 
drive through the village of Skelton-on-Ure, the carpark is on the left just 
as you are leaving the village.  
 

If coming from the Boroughbridge direction on the A168/B6265 follow the 
signs to Newby Hall. At the main entrance to the estate turn right towards 
Skelton on the Ure – this is Lodge Lane, a short distance on, on the right is 
the old school carpark. 
 

The nearest postcode I can find is HG4 5AJ – if you use Just3words the 
location is ///repair.airstrip.evaporate 
 

Once you have parked, to get to the church turn right out of the carpark 
and walk towards the village, on the left is a gate with a sign “The Church 
of Christ the Consoler” – walk through the wood to get to the church – 
there will be local guides around to help you from 3pm onwards. When 
you leave the service the walk back to the village will be lit by flares. 
 

Disabled members and equipment drop off can be by the church, but they 
still then recommend leaving vehicles in the village after you’ve dropped 
off. To get to the church to drop off go through the estate’s main entrance 
and take the first right turn, Christ the Consoled Church is very visible and 
clearly marked, follow this road to the church. To park in the village, turn 
around at the lodge house, which is just beyond the church, follow the road 
to the ‘T’ junction and turn left, then at the main gate turn left again. 
Parking and access to the church is as explained above. 
 

If you have any problems finding the carpark or the church, please call Guy 
Critchlow on 07733002291 he’ll give you directions. 
 
   



 

Christmas Concert Thursday 21st December. 
Part 1 
Please would half the choir, namely the tenors and altos, take their seats 
over the far side of the church, where we’ve sat in the past. Tenors first 
with the altos seated behind them. They can then go on stage according to 
the plan. Basses to sit at the opposite side of church near the door. Please 
would the Sops sit behind them. Once again, we’ll get on stage according to 
the plan. Would the Dales Pop Choir sit behind us in two halves, when we 
get on stage would they move forward into the seats that we’ve moved out 
of. When we’ve finished our first set 30 minutes leave the stage and sit 
behind the Dales Pop Choir. Freddy Cleary to finish the first half with his 
30-minute set. 
 

Break for refreshments, raffle, etc, etc 
 

Part 2  
Dales Pop Choir to be on stage ready to sing. KnAC sit in original seats.  
Debbie Allenby to announce and do 30-minute set. On finishing they leave 
stage and stand at the back in readiness for us going on stage again. Dales 
Pop Choir then to go to the seats we’ve just left. At the relevant time Craig 
will invite the Dales Pop Choir to join us on stage for the final numbers, 
this will be very cosy, and we’ll all have to really squash into little spaces. 
 

Concert Finish. 
  

This is the programme for the evening.  
 

KnAC (30 minutes): 

1. Higher Love 

2. Signed Sealed Delivered 

3. Proud 

4. Steal Away 

5. Fix You 

6. One Day (this replaces I Smile) 

7. Last Christmas 

  

FREDDIE CLEARY (30 minutes): 

1.Beginning to Look A lot Like Christmas. 

2.The Boxer. 

3. Perfect. 

4. Can’t Help Falling In Love  

5. Lonely this Christmas 

6. Chasing Cars 

7. Feliz Navidad. 
 



 

INTERVAL (30 minutes): 

  

DALES COMMUNITY POP CHOIR (30 minutes): 

1. Proud Mary 

2. Christmas Lights. 

3. Kiss From a Rose. 

4. Grace Kelly. 

5. Never Enough. 

6. Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas. 

7. White Winter Hymnal 

8. Rule The World  

9. Fairytale of New York. 

  

KnAC second set (30 minutes): 

1. Silent Night 

2. One More Sleep 

3. Carol of The Bells 

4. Winter Wonderland 

5. Total Praise 

6. Merry Christmas Everyone (with DCPC)   
 

Over 124 online tickets have been sold now, so do hurry and get 
yours before we sell out, we’re going to have an amazing fun 
evening. 

 

Tickets for the Christmas Concert at St Johns on Thursday 21st 
December ARE AVAILABLE HERE –To avoid disappointment do 
get your tickets online.   
 

Please note parking is VERY limited around the church so best to park in 
town or at Conyngham Hall and walk to the church. 
 
 

What’s On 
 

Tom’s Yeadon Christmas Spectacular – details and links to this are 
below. 

 

Christmas Spectacular 
 

Tom has invited us to this festive theatre show that he is 
directing. It runs between the 15th and 23rd of December 
at Yeadon Town Hall. 
 

If you’re looking for a family-friendly show that's full of 
Christmas spirit, this Yorkshire Christmas Spectacular 
should not be missed! 

https://fienta.com/goodnews


 

Tickets £21, Concessions £19 Link to Tickets 
 

---------oooooo---------- 
 

St Marys Choir are singing at St johns on Sunday evening 17th December. 
Chris Pyle, alto, sings with this choir, so if you’d like a relaxing evening and 
support another Knaresborough Choir do pop along. 
 

Here is the poster: -  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your 2023/2024 Diary 
SOME CHANGES PLEASE NOTE 

The dates for your diary are kept very much up to date 
we do add details each week so keep checking all the 

information.  
 

❖ Sunday December 17th 2023 at 4-30 Candlelit Service at The 

Church of Christ The Consoler on the Newby Hall Estate. There’ll 

be carols and readings then we’ll do a 20-minute set of our 

Christmas material. This is a free event but do ask your friends 

and relations to get there early. 

❖ Thursday December 21st 2023 7p.m. St Johns Parish Church 

Knaresborough. “It’s Good News!” It’s Gospel, It’s Knot Another 

Choir. We’ll be fundraising for The Variety Club of Yorkshire 

and will be joined by our guests The Dales Pop Choir and 

Freddie Cleary, what a night this’ll be. TICKETS HERE. 

❖ Thursday 11th January 2024– start of new term. 

❖ Friday 26th January 2024 social evening for choir and guests 

quiz with Tico Toco pizza and Karaoke. We had to cancel our 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/yeadontownhallve/christmas-spectacular/e-qzyxjd
https://fienta.com/goodnews


 

last social due to the poor response. The choir continues to need 

support on events like this so that we can continue to improve 

and develop things for the choir e.g. jackets, staging, 

transportation, concerts etc. 

❖ Saturday 10th February 2024 Charity Concert at Trinity Church 

in aid of Asthma + British Lung UK in memory of Paul Horsfield. 

❖ Saturday 24th February 2024 at Chain Lane Community Hub 

Knaresborough we will have an all-day workshop for those of 

you taking part in the Manchester Annual Choral Competition.  

❖ Sunday March 3rd 2024 We will compete in the The Manchester 

Annual Choral Competition MACC at the Royal Northern College 

of Music.  

❖ Sunday 24th March 2024 We have been invited to sing at York 

Racecourse again at the York Live Show. More details to follow, 

but for now put the date in your diary. 

❖ Saturday April 13th 2024 Harrogate Community Choir Festival at 

The Royal Hall. There will be a limit of 70 of us who can take 

part– more details to follow.  

❖ Saturday May 11th Spring Concert in aid of our Limerick Trip 

Trinity Church at 7pm. 

❖  Thursday June 6th 2024 our coach departs from York Place 

Knaresborough for the Limerick Sings Festival.  

❖ Thursday 1st August 2024 Craig and Gemma’s wedding day Knot 

Another Choir will be singing!!! The wedding will take place at 

Allerton Castle Knaresborough. 

❖ Saturday 23rd November – Ripon Cathedral Christmas Fare 

 

 

And finally… 

 
Amanda  

 


